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ASAASAAAASSADAAGDS AAAASAC40.000 þ 
To the Chriftian and comteane Reader. 


O Sweet a thing is Peace, that God is pleaſ:d 
| © put it into has eve 1ith,and to Ryic him. 
ſelte the Gad of Pexce : 1 Theſ.4. 23. Nay, 
| Peact,and Leave it ſiife, 1 Fob.4.16.2nd to pre» 
FEA nounce him that ſeehes and zmahes peace, a 
bieſſtd man ; Bleed ore the Mat 
F. 9 Bur nach more amiable 15 the pee 
of the Cbuach;being the principall ching chat 
= = our blefied Semaur,next to mans peace with 
Gad, came into the world te procure, 2.15, and that which 
makes G ods family on earth like ro rhe of 1nnecency in Pari— 
In CREED | mg rear every /onne 
ay for, peace PR Pfal. 112. and purſue 
a ry" x06 Sema. ible, as men their » 
os _ Follow _ with all men, But what 
can be expected withour / like Hypocrares wins 
Etats Manette —_— voy 
And therefore S. Pal puts them both tegether, Zpbeſ” 4.3. £2- 
draveuring to keep the unity of the Syirit in the bond of peace : and tor the 
procuung efagreement in affettions, he conjures the Philippians by 
; all the argumen«s enforcing coacord among Chriſtians, to a conſent of 
| nt, 7% & ppoydiy, T's beof one munde, Phil. 2. 2. to beleeve 
think the ſame thing, And therefore it ſhould be every mans care 
{o_ to the cuſtome of roo many turbulent diſpoficions, who can 
fiſh beſt in troubled wacers,and gaine moſt profit or reſpet co themſclyes 
by kindlin ions a719ng brethren ; not only to maarhe them 
« aa/e , ad evade them, Rom. 16.17. bur nv pills with a 
way mp S.P aw{ did S. Pe Gals. 
; rrhen he ſaw that he did not gpfern Ales walk withe right fax, and 
| take a right courſe for the unicing of the winder, and by conſequent, 
the hearts of Fews and Gentiles. Is therefare it hath alwayes becn my 
deſire, that we who are of the ſame farth, mighr be (if poleble?) in 
things of tha (ame opiate, ſo 1 thought it my dary at this time, having 
ſo faire an occaſion, by the command of my ſuperiours, to preach the 
Viftation Sermon, put into my hands, to caſt in my mute toward the 
ms OT and to ſer one ſmall prop under the houſe and 
Church of odin our Iſtael, too much returing our muruall diflen- 
tions, and fur that end to juſtifie the autborizy of our Church, in requi- 
RY Anz ring 
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To the Reader. 


ring an ax;ferme ſubj<Rion in Judgement and pradiiſe at the hands of her 
dil the comely and good orders herein edaldiſhed; and to per- 
ſwade a generall good opinion of, 21d obedience to her «julk authority in 
theſe things. Some there þe ſo o5flimare in their error and undutiful. 
nefl*, that like S#/onons foule, though they be braycd in a morier, and 
— convinced of their fal.e and diſorderly opinions and pra- 
Riſes, will not leave their folly : others there be, I hope, of more 1ea- 
chable and traAtable rempers, ind willing, if better informed, to frame 
their cow ſes to more moderation and ſubje&ion. Novy, ſermess of this 
natare may be of uſe to both theſe : to the rſt, to rake off their fig- 
&aves,and preſent them naked (as troublers of 1/7ae!) to the deſerved 
ſtroke of juſtice : to the reſt, ro make them peaceable members of the 
body wherein they live, and obcdiene children to the beads by whom 
they are governed, Whether T ſhill effeR this laſt and beft end of fuch | 
diſcourſes by preaching or prinung this ſmall peece, I know not : 1 
dne not alcogethcr deipaire : che forme (1 doubt _ ſhall in ſome 
meaſure compaſſe : at leaſt Gberabo auymam meam, 1 ſhall hereby dil- 
charge mine owne conſt ience, and famam meam, redceme (in ſome de- 
grece) my reputation t96 : Words being rhen moſt liable ro envious 
_ es and mil- | 25) pc» 5 pon pp 
ome few pertiall judging hearcrs, not Cx to 
view of more md; od cds minded Readers. Dwede 
Ts and cenſure as thou 
ceſ cauſe. 


$a: Hoard, 


| | $rmaw concionem hane, cui titulns eff © The Chur- 
ches Authority aſſerted] in qu« mibil reperio quo mi- 
14 [un5m4 cum ti itate [meprimarur. 


March 28, 1637, 


Sa: Barn, 
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1COR. 14. 40. 


Let all chings be done decently, and in 
order. 


F the Devils practiſes againſt 
the Church, which our Savi- 
our gives notice of, Mar.12. 
25. while men ſlept, the enemy 
came and ſowed tares among the 
wheat, and went bus way; the 
Corimbians were too true an 
example.For no ſooner had S. 

Paul (after much paines taken to ſowe the good 

ſeed of ſaving truth among them, and co make 

chem one of Chriſts cornfields)departed from them 
to plow up other grounds, to plant other Chur- 
ches,but the enemy of Chrift and his deare Church, 

an to ſow the #ares of nngodlineſie among 
chem, which (as ill weedsfor rhe moſt pare doe) 


(prang up apace. 


B For! 


The Cohe« 
rence of the 


Text. 


bo —C—C—— 


x Cor.t.'r. 


For they became t. Series, dividing them- 
ſelves among Chriſt, Apolior, Paul and Cephas, 
1 Cor.1.11,12. and making wes the Lords of their 
faith and conſtiences, which they ſhoa!d have 
captivared to Chriftalone. | 
| 2 They were Heretiques, denying a ferdamen- 
tall Article, the Reſurredtion. = $2 

3 Polluters atfo of Gods facred worſhip inde#- 
dinances: Firſt, by their baſe indecencies ; Their wo- 
men ſate before God with their heads uncovered, and 
the men with their hats on: 1 Cor. 11. 4, 5: they min- 
gled temperate and carouſing bankers with the 
(piricuall feeft of the bleſſed Euchwrift, ver.21: their 
women, beyond the modeſty that becomes that 
ſexe, preſumed to chat and talke their ſhares in the 
congregation, c. 14.34. 

Secondly, By their 4:ſorder5 likewiſe ; for they 
received not the holy Communion together, but by 
ſaatches,one before another came, cap 11.23: they in- 
rerpoſed unſcaſonable queſtions, whitle their Mini- 
ſters were preaching, and radely interrap 
chem, in their diſcourſe: cap 14429, 

Thirdly, By their empty and auprofirdit </jewn 
blies ; for their trumpets made an uncertiine ſotnd, 
they prayed in their Churches in a tomgue they nnder. 
fhood not. 

Alltheſe were grear ſcaudalls. | 

The Apofile therefore'being informed by forme 
of Clees family, of their declined condition, like 
a loving pafor habours ro remove theſe teres, and 
reduce this Chord: to irs prim/4ive pity, For 


che procuring of which hee takes amixt uy 
| | char 


The coherence, ſcope and parts of the _ "WEI | 
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The coberence, ſcope and parts of the Text. 


that they might neicher deve} his ſawty/ty, nor yer 
defdiſe his lenity, One while he ſharply reproevert, | 
another while he gently a/wrerh3.inone place hee 
puniſbeth, in another he preſeriberh, 

In this Chapter hee mcereth wich ewo faults, 
diſorder and wnprofutebleneſſe: and becault cantruris 
cantreris curamtur, diſlempers are uſually cured by 
remedies of a contrary netwre for the healing of 
their unprofitah lenefſe 


in the uſe of cheir religious 
exerciſes, he command, that all things bee done 
to edrficat (on, ver.26: and for the removall of their 
indecencies and diſorders; he requires that all things 
be done decently and in order. And ſo I am come 
ro my Text, 

In which (by the judgement of expolitors) St. 
Paul inveſteth the Corinthians, and in them all | 
Chriſtian Churches, with' authority ro ordaine | 
Rites and Ceremovies appertaining to or der and de- 
cency in the ſervice of God (*) Hins aparet (faith 
* Somnnplas) neovs it appeareth,that it is inthe hiber- 
* ty of Churches to ordaine rites ſerving to order and 
** comelmeſſe. (*) Facit Eccleſia poteftatem &e. He 
* e/ves the Church ((aith Pareus) power, freely 19 
© diſpoſe of things belonging to Eccleſiaſtical order 
* and decency. (*) Non poteſt haberigeyc, That which 
*« St. Paul requires ((aith Calvin) cannot be had, un- 
« leſſe there la Canons made, by which, as by certaine 
* bands, men aud things may bee kept together in « | 


* comely order. (4) And the Reverend Biſhop» of [ 


Salichury, having delivered a poſition, that the | 


The ſcope | 
and parts of ' 
the Text, | 
and the point 
inſiſted on. 
(*) Hinea 

ret Tema. — 
Eccletiis,ritus 
ordinare (ervi=,| 
enees ordini &. 
decoro. 
Hemng in bans 
locum. 

(d)Facit Eceles{- 
iz poreſtatem 


de decoro, et 
ardne ecches. 
ay libud,. 
iponendi, £t' 
leged Feren. 
Per. in bune © 
loc. ' 


(c) Non poteſt haberi,qued Paulus hic exigyr,ur decenter omniager ordine fiane, nifi 


additiy conſtitutionibus,tanquam vinculis da, ordo ipſe <t decorum (ervetur.Cal. 
Infitd. 4 6.10. (4) Devenatt. de Indic.C ontr. fide £.16-p.84- 
Bz ; Prelates 


»* 
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The coherence, ſrope,and parts of the Text. 


Prelates of the Church have power to appoint rites and 
ceremonies reſpefting 1he air pole of the 
| Church, provveth it by my text,Let all things be done 
| decently, cc. 
| Theſe words therefore in the opinion of theſe 
| men, and almoſt all wrirers on theſe words or 
point,containe the Churches Inveſtiture : and may | 

be caſt into theſe rwo parts. 
| c. The Churches liberty, 20S» , let all things be 
| done. 

2. The Churches limits, iggwwirer, x wr mite, 
decently and in order. 

Or elſe into theſe two, 

1. Her Authority to make laws, Let gc. 

2+ The objedF aboar which her Authoricy is to 
move,mattersof order and decency, decently,chc. 

From both theſe ariſeth the pore, on which I 
parpoſe to build my preſent diſcourſe, and which 
[ will deliver in the words of our rwentieth Arti-\ 
cle, — That the Church hath power to decree Rites) 
| and Ceremonies. | q | 
| Inthehandling of thisconcluſgon, 1.1 will ex- | 
Plaine the rermes. 2. Prove the point. 3. Touch | 
| upon ſuch conſeFarres, as the point doth natorally | 


: 


| derive it {cite into, Of all theſe with what brevi- 
'ry I can; 

The termer | The tcrmevare two, the Ceremonies and Charch, 

explained. | Ceremonies are externall a5 and adjund?s anne- 

what 14 meant | yo d.to ſacred Services. 

A _— For in Keligios there are two things conlidera- 

_— ble; Subſtantialls, and Circumſtantialls, 

4 Subſtentialls are of two ſorts, 


_ Q® __ 7. Mat- 


- p=_ w 
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The coherence, ſcope, and parts of the Ter. i 
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1. Matters of fairb and manners,to be beleeved 
and done of necefſiry ro falvarion, conteined in 
the Creed andren Commandements. 

2. Szcraments ordained, for the bringing of men. 
and- womeninto che. Church, and their condad# 
chereinco everlaſting happinefle.  Abour theſe 
the power, which the Church harh, is,co pr: ſerve 
them (as the 4r& did the tables of the Law) to 
givean honorable :e/t;mony to them, toconſecrate, 
to &/ſpenſe themro her children, and to tranſmit 
chem to poſteriry in which reſpects ſhe is called, 
WG x; ipalous mis dtc; the Pillar, and ground 
of truth, 1 Tim.3.15. Power to make, adade, alter, 
or 4:min:ſh theſe (he never had. Never durſt any 
\ Prelates in the Church, bat the Pope, take liberty 
to ſtamp ew Articles of faith,or to joyne Traditi- 
ons to thewrittE wordof God,for ſupply of irs ime 
pertection, which are of the ſame authority, and 
tobe received (pari pietatus affetiw) with the like re- 
ligions riſpef?, as the Trent Councill hath deter. 
mined :.never did any preſame, bur he, to curta/l 
che Lords Supper, by taking away the cup from 
the people, or crotraxsforme the Sacrament into a 
Sacrifice propiciatory for quick and dead, to the 
great injury of that alfafficient Sacrifice once of- 
tered upon the Crofi: by our Lord himſelfe. 

In all theſe,,"anum de tabuls, hands off: for they 
are all aboye the Charches power. 

Bur, Secondly, there are beſides theſe,ſome ce- 
remonialls and circamflantialls, neceſſary for the 
right ordering and cariage of Gods ſervice, the 


tr-qning up of people in piety, and che preſerva- 
WY tion 


— OOO — —— 
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Jeſ.4. deret.1 
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| 
| M— 
| (a) Sine Cere- 
 monus, nec h- 
deles in unum 
convenne & 
coaleſcerc pol- 
ſunr,nec Dco 
publice ſervire. 
Zanch de Ked, 1 
[.p 420, 


The coburence, ſcape, and parts of the Text. | 


tion of religion; for withtws cerewornes (laith Zan. 
chy ) (*) neetber conld rhe faithfall gran up togetber | 
into one body, nor give God amy: pabirque worſhip. 
That God is ro be worſhipped by his owoe rwe, 
and with his owne prefcrived acts: anddutyes' of 
religion, is S#bſtazce ;, bur that this may bee well 
done, ſome circamftancesof te, and plece, per- 
ſons, geſtures, babites, &c. muſt bee. derermined. 
W hat therefore hall be che :1wes wherein Gods 
people maft come cogether tro worfhip him, and 
how farre they are to be ſanified;, what are to 
be the places, wherein wee are to meer, and how 
robe «derned ; 1n what arder divine Service (hall 
b: celebrated ; with what bait the Prie ft, when 
he commeth to miniſter before the Lord, ſhouid 
be clothed ; what gefftares of body,both Prieft and | 
people (hall uſe in their publique devorions; and 
che ies when this or chat particular geſture of | 
kneeling, ſtanding, firring,or bowing may be uſed | 

| 


with moſt comelineſſe and profit ; what kinde of 
places are ficteſt for Service and Sermon; what ts- 
bles,what chalices ,yhatother ornaments doe beſt 
beſeem thac ſacred myſteryof the Lords Supper, 
&c : Theſe, and fach like circumſtances, are the 
chings permitted co the Charches liberty to deter- 
mine. 

By Cherch,(which is my ſecond rerme)l meane ; 
not private and inferior members of the Church, 
whoſe place is obedience, notgovernmenr : for 
we ſhould have a wad Church, and a miſerable di- 
vine ſervice, if every private ſpirit might have 
authority co order theſe things, as hee thinkes 


——__———— — —— Ht © —— — good. 
. 


—"Tietwek apnea iare an: 
good. le woul@be(1 teare mae) like thar wiſe ſhapes 
icture, which the Painter Polycletes made byhe 


peoples diredion, a very dteformedone: a Church | 


and Service,that could not be knowne or acknow- 
ledged for luc 
it, (88 under ſonje rude draughts men uſe rodoe?) 


| 


h,except a man ſhould write upon | 


this is a church ;, or (eta cryer, when people are 


worſhipping God in his Houſe, to procleave and 


lay thus is dhvine $erviee, | 
Butiby ChwycbT meane, the Churches: Pilots, 
who {it arthe' ſterne, and areby their office to 
guide the Sh/p.of the charch through the! Sea of 
this. world $0 the bayen of eternall happinefſe : 
choſe whom the Apoſtle callech .48.208\a8: 
empuinys Biſhops, and Heb: 13.177, inwd, the Ru- 
lers: and watchmen of the. Lords army. | For; us 
head andmhembersdivide the body a«tored, and 
the wenvers;\ with 4 things belonging) ca their 
comeliacfſe and welfare, arc ordered by che head, 
and could not bee diſpoſed of hy.the. members 
without 2 (chilme in the-body; -1 Cor.-12: o, 
heads and members divide all hodpes, cov:d, and | 
ca#;,and whatſoever is'to bee done for 
maccerot direftion end goverament,hath alwaies 
beene, and muſt bee the: ſole prerogativeof the | 
heads. of theſe bodyes, unlefſe weewill have all 
commonwealthrand churches broken all ropreeds. 
\ .Andfa\k come from the rerimes tothe porar. (| 


1 The power of the 4agyfraxtis dignified with || 


the name of Smerd, Kom.r9;, Het beareth wot the, 
ſword in vane: the authority of the Church with. 


the nawde of keyes, Mat. 16. Zorhee will [give _ 
Ft es 


Q———. 
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Proved by 
| examples of 


| tbe Apoſtles. 


Thr Churebbath power woileeres ares | 


——_ — tr ——————, 


bt 
' keyes of the Kiinordome of Htaveh,' Theft heyes ate 
rwofold. | 

| 1. A Key of order, which isthepriviledge of the 
whole Prieſthood, anditis an Autbority ot ddmini- 
firing the word and Sacraments, 'of remitting and 
| retaming finnes, in interiors foro,” in the” Coure of 


Conſcience. 

2..' A Key of Iuriſdiftion, whicty is,a power of bin 
ding and looſing men,in Fors exttrnrs,m the coutts 
of juſtice; andofmaking lawes anttorders forthe 
governmenrof Gods hoaſe. Andthis is pecaliar 
to the Heads and 8rſbops of the Charch, as willap- 
peare, 1, by examples,2. by conſent of writers, 3 by 
reeſon. 1 wi " P VUI 18 14 - 

1. Ir appexres by Zxamples both of the' C7 po» 
files, and Churches of God, who have in their ſe- 
verall generations pur this Authority into execs- 
tex.” It) ſtemmethy good 19: the Holy Ghoſt and#0'us, to 
lay upon you'ne-greater burthen than'theſe neceſſary 
things , that ye abſt tine from meats offered to Idotls, 
and from blvod,; and from things firangled, and from 
fornication, (ay the jeſs in- their lercer' ro 
the Gentiles, Afls 15.28: In which Gardswe 
ſee, 1./Thar they make n Canon, 2. That this Caron 
was concerning abſtinence from ſome things thar 
were indifferent, (for ſuch. were thoſe 12olothyres, 
things ſfrangled; & blood) 2, That they warped not 
EE Leen ir from ef rtgtiry 
whom therefore they*joyne with chemſelves in 
their lerter as Prefident: of cheir Commiſſion , | 
It ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt and'to ws. 


Nordid they exefTiſe this power onely _ 
ney 


| TheChurch bath power to decree Rites, 


they fare inthe Coancill cogether,burwhen they 
were alunder alſo; far Sc, Pawl doth often menti- 
on- conſtitutions chart hee made for divers Chur- 
ches. For the Churches of Galatis, hee made an 
order, That colleions ſhould bee made for the 
poore on every firſbday ofthe weeke; and meant 
ro bring in the ſamecuſtome into the Corinthian 
Church, xr Cor. 16.1, 2. 
He framed ordinances for Corinth, 1 Cor.r 1.2. 
viz: that wowen ſhould cover their heads, & men wn- 
cover theirs in the Church, v.s,7. that men ſhould 
not uſe long haire, but women ſhould, ver. 14,15, 
char they ſhonld tarry one for another when 
they come toreceive the holy Cmunian, v. 33. 
&c. And hee commend: that people for keeping 
choſe his traditions, ver.2, and wage -ns when he 
came againe, to diſpoſe of other things, which 
were netas yer well ſetled and ordered, ver.34. 
Some alſo hee made for the government of 
Theſſalonica, 2 Thefl. 2.15. where hee exhorts 
chem 19 hold faft the traditions which be had taught 
thew, both by word of mouth, and by laters; and 
2 Theff. 3.14. where hee commandeth oppoſers a- 
gainſt his determinations to be excommunicated, 
Bur (perhaps) it will be ſaid, that their Tradi- 
tions were of divize aurhoricy,becauſe chey were 
Pen-men of the Holy Gheft, and did bur convey 
thoſe conſticationsro the Churches, which the 
Holy Ghoſt did make and indie for their uſe, 
Ie is erae, that the _/pofiles ſpake by infpira- 
tion, and were imployed in writing downe Gods 


Objeft, 


eAnſ(w. 


word for the good ofthe _ ; bur yer many 


- 


things | _ 


Þ—— 


(a) Quarenus 


eragc ordinari1 
eccichz Re- 
Qores,de hiſce 
ritibus cxtcrnis 
pro ſua (api. 
entia ſtarue- 
banr, quod 34 
#dih cationem 
.eccleſiz faccre 
videbacur. 


Daver.l.de Jad. 


end of the 
Tewiſh and 
Chriſtian 
Churches, 


Col C.1 6. rat.2. 


The Church hath power to decree Riter, 


things they: ſpake and did, nor. as Seeretaryes ta 
the Holy Gholt, bur as ordinary Pefors of the 
Church, (*) As appeareth moſt plainly by ſome 
ſpeeches which Sc. Paul lets fall in 1 Cor.7. 7 
ſpeake this by permiſſion, and not of commandement, 
ver. 6. To themarryed 1 corttnand, yet not 1,butthe 
Lord,yer.10.To the reſt ſprake I; not the Lord,v.12. 
Concerning Virgins I have no commandement of the_ 
Lord; I grve my judgement as one that hathobtained 
mercy of the Lord to be faithfull. ver.25, In all theſe 
paſſages, 1. He d:inguiſheth betweene authoriry 
divine and humane. 2. He affirmeth,that he did ad 
vile and command manythings by his own pow- 
er, as a prudent paſtor of the Church, for which 
he had no expreſie and particular command from 
the Lord. Now if he did by his owne authority 
preſcribe ſome things to be done for the guiding 
of people in pointe of manners and morality , 
much more did he take chat /zberty in-point of or- 
der and ceremonies, 

To theſe examples of the bleſſed poftles, 1 
may joine the practice of the 7ewiſh Church; who 
though they had an externall forme of diſcipline_ 


| preſcribed them,andall things belonging thereto, 


| even to the prenes and barresof the Tabernacles, 
| the broomes, aſbpans,and ſnuffers ofthe Sanitary, 
| yer they tooke liberty roadde ſome things which 
| were not expreſſely commanded. They annointed 
| their dead with odours, and our Saviour was con- 
| renr'k&be buryed after that manner. The Rebe- 
zitobuile an 4{tar on the bankes of Norden, Toſb;2 2, 
which Joſbss andthe heads of the people permir. 


red | 
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redtoftand, Selowen built an Altar of himfſelfe 
by the braen Altar, 1 Kings 8.64. And (which 
comes nearer to our pol] the Iewes did inſti- 
race two great Feſtivals ro be ſolemnized every 
yearegtheFeaſt of Parim in memory of their deli- 
verance from the bloody conſpiracy of Haman ; 
and che feaſt of Dedication, for a meroriall of the 
Temples purification,after ic had been polluted 
by King 4ntrochur, And this holy day ſer up by 
their oww authority, our Saviour was fo farre from 
diſliking, or reproving, that he was pleaſed ro ho- 
nour it with his gracious preſence, ohy 19.22. 
The order alſo of their b»rials, and the rites of 
their wariage, were moſt, or all ofthem made by 
their ewne diſcretion. Had theſe ews, ro whom 
God had given a perf platforme, this liberty;and 
. | have not Chriftian Churches, to whom no rule is 
| in this caſe given, the ſame power in ſach things, 
and a far greater ? 

And this liberty have all the governonrs likewiſe 
of Chriffias congregations uſed in their ſeverall 
Churches and ages, as I ſhall have occafion to in- 
timateby and by : All which examples are an evi- 
dent proofeof the Churches power in theſe exter- 
nallordinances : becauſe, 1. there is no Precep! 

_ | againſt theſe examples; for againſt an exprefle 
commandexamples prove nothing. 2. The Apo. 
files were mere faithfull ſervants to their Lord, 
than to 1mirevch upon his royall prerogative, and 
more humble than to goe beyond the bounds of 
their commiſſion. 2. It cannot with reaſon bee 
imagined, that Chrift would ſuffer his Church, 


C32 through-| 
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| thronghoar all ages,toſleep fo ſecurely in ſo great 
The power of an error. And therefore leaving this, I come to 
the Church | my ſecond argument for the proofe 'of the Chur- 
provedbly  chespower, {the Conſent of Writers] which' is an 
Conſent of argumentc beyondexceprion, and able of ir ſelte 
writer” | roput the point in handout of all queſtion. 

Calvis, whom all Seftaries make their Oracle 

'in their plea againft Ceremonies , hath rheſe 
(a) Calv Opuſe. | words. (*) Ne quis nos calumnietar nims moroſss, 
P49 344- Oe. Let no man thinke or ſay that we are ſo ſevere 
and harſh, as to take away all liberty inexternall rites, 
| I here give all readers ts waderſtand, that 1 contend 
| wot about ceremonies reſpetting ' order and decency in 
| the Church : Our diſpute is againſt thoſe afts wheres |. 
| by ſome thinke that God is truly,and properly wor ſhipt. 
| I deny that theſe are under the power of men. And in 
(b) Idem Infit, | (*) another place he ſaith, Ergo (znguies) nihil ce- 
44.10.Seft.14 | remoniale rudioribus dabitur, crc? Therefore thou 
| n#/t ſay, ſhall nothing Ceremonial be appointed for the 
|inſtrottionef the ruder ſort ? I ſay mot ſo, for I know 
well exongh that all ſuch belps are profitable to them : 
only I contend, that 12 preſcribing them, ſuch a man- | 
| ner and meaſure beuſed,as may illuſtrate, net obſcure | 

(c) Cav ib.ser2. | Chriſt. And (c) in the ſame Chapter hee Jayes ir 
zo- | downe for a concluſion : That Chriſt would not 
| preſctibe particularly concerning ceremonies, | 
| what we ought to follow,bur referre us tothe di- 

rection of generall rules, 

(4) Perk. 1ef | We hold (ſaith Perkins) (®) that the Church hath | 
Cati.vl. of Tra | power to preſcribe ordinances, rules or traditions tou- 
dinons. cend-3- | ching the tame and place of Gods worſhip, and concer« 
ning order and comelineſſe to be nſed in the ſamt., ' 
| Peruſe | 


- 
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Peruſe the Harmony of conteflions,and (ce whe- 
ther this be not the jodgement of all choſe Chaur- 
ches,, More particularly, for inſtance, rake the 
Avuſpnrge conteſſion; Meland hen the contriver of | 
ir, directly for this power faith, (*) Lices Paſtors. | 
bus & Epiſcopu,&c. It u lawful for Biſhops and Pa- | 
ſtors to make Canons, that things be done 1 order in 
the Church + and he proves it by $, Pauls example, 
Sic Panlucs ordinet ,&F;S0S Pal ordained, that wo- 
men (ſhould coyer their heads, and confexe their 
rongues pp the congregation,&c.Only ſome Cav- 
tions he gives tothis effet, 1. That theſe orders 
be not impoſed a3 parts of Gods worſhip. 2. That 
they he cor weedasthings neceſſary in themſelves, 
3. That for their matter, they be not contrary to 
any Evangelicall truths; for f an Angell from hea. 
venſhould preach wnto we another Goſpel, wee areto 
hold him accurſed. | 

In all which cautions, he doth not deny, or 
abridge the power of Church-governours in theſe 
matters, but only remember them how to ule their 
liberty therein, to that end for which they recet- 
ved ir, the glory of God,and the Churches edifice. 
tion, according to that ſpeech of S. Paul, This au- 
thority s given us for edification, and not for your de- 
/iruftion. 2 Cor. 10. 8. 


ces? Do we not all grant in our comroverſie with 
Papiſts about rreditions; that there are 2. ſorrs of 
traditions, Apoſtolicall, and Eccleſiaſ(ical, and that 
both theſe are under the power of the Church? 


Bur what need I (tand upon particular inſtan- | 


1. We yeeld that there are Apoftolique traditi- 
" * ons, 


13 


(e) Auz. confeſ. 
Art alt. & Apol. 
ejo/dem. 
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(f) Quo4 uns 


yerla ienct cc 
clefiagnec cone 


ſed ſemper re- 
tentum cit, 
non niſi aucho- 
ritatc Apoſtc- 
lic} rraditum 

reaiflime cre 
ditur, Ang. de 


[40.14 

(g) Tert.C or. 
nal c 3. 

(1) Tert 2b, 


v, Fuſtna 9. 
Orthod. 
Tert.Apol.c 16. 
Baſ Fe Ht 
ſandlo £27. 
(k)Vax in land, 
Gor g.eau Pa). 
per. Leonel.p.q43 
Aug.con.l.g c.13 
(1) Cp" ep. 56. 
ad Thibar. id.l. 
de lapſ ſub int. 
(m) Tert Cor, 
mul.c.2. 

(n) Ter: .de 
bapt.£.13. 
(0) Ifd. Hiſp.l. 
2.de drv.offc ( 
20.4 ynill.HHu10- 
ol. procaltes. 
(p) Amwal 1. 
eccl.offuc £1.29. 


£L.12. 


als nfiru:f, | livered by word of month from the Apoſtles to 


Bap.cons. 1 onat. 


a) Vicecom. 0 
llg.i1t, Lapt l. 
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ons, rituall and dogmaticall, which are no where 
wertioned, or not enjoynedin the Scriprares,but de: | 


their followers; for ſome of which theſe are re- 
puted, v/7, the number of Canonicall bookes, the 
Apoſtles Creed, the baptiſme of infants, the faſt of 
Lent ghe Lords day and the great feſtivals of Eaſter 
and Fhnſonide,” Theſe we juſtly takefor rheirs, 
grounding opon S. =ſtins rale,1(f) Thoſe obſer-" 
vations which have beene of univerſall uſe in the Ca-' 
tholique Church, and appeare not to havegprene the 
Conſtitutions of generall Councils, we are in reaſon to 
hold for Apoſtolique traditions, 

2. Beſides theſe, wee confefſe that there are 
and have been many ancient Eccleſiaſtique traditi- 
ons alſo; from which, as their foundations,grew 
thoſe noted praftiſe*, of (s) ner ſafting on the 
Lords day; of (") ſaying their prayers not kneeling, 
but ſtanding, during the whole feſtivity of Eaſter 
and Wh:tſontide (which in thoſe dayes continued, 
though in aremiſle degree, full 50. dayes) (*) of 
praying to God,and adoring Chriſt with th:ir faces 
toward the Eaſt : (*) of proſtration before the Al- 
tar; of (!) ſigning the baprized perſon with the 
figne of the croſſe, (®) of rexouncing the devill, of 
'4 ſting hony and m:lk before bapiiſme,, (") of nfing 
God=fatbersin the baptiſmes even of children, (5) 
of exorciſing the parties ro be baptized,(?) of put- 


Euchariſt 


OO ——_——  —— 2 — — 


— 


. | ting a white garment upon them, which they were | / 
to weare forthe ſpace of 7.or 8. dayes (from the |' 
' purting cff of which, the Sanday after Eefter was 
' called (4) dominicain Albis) (*) of receiving the 


% 


| more than a mans coat or skin is of the eſſence of a 
' | many bur yet ſuch necefſary appurrenances they 
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Encharift faſting : (©) of mixing water wirh the | (1) Jul merg. 
wine Ree — Ada [ref ſending ic ro foch | _ Ihe 
as were abſent : (*)of eating the conſecrated bread | (:) c:pr.tid. 
in the Church at the time of the holy Communi. | (")©974e 
on,or carying it home totheir houſes, and eating - oy yom.- 
it when they chought good; (*) of croſſing them | /ub fnid/.2. ad 
ſelves when they wear our, or came in,' when , (7... ,,,, 
chey aroſe or went to bed, when they fare down | &.»i/.c.3. id 
romeate, when they Jighted candles, and when | *< 4x 
they bad any buſineſſe of moment ro doe. Ma- | "© 
ny more c#/foms the Church had in former times, 
which ( doubtlefle ) moſt of chem drew their 
breath from ſome rules and conſtitutions eſtabliſh- 
ed by their governours for their aſe, Now that 
Ceremonies and Rires of this nature are under 
the Churches power to ordaine, we generally 
grant our adverfaries; and what is granted by all 
ſorts of divines, cannot be called in queſtion by 
any, without ſome note either of ſingular ign0- 

y 


rance, eriarfaguneygor both, | 
And ſo I come tofſhew the reaſon of the point, The (hur- 
which may be thus declared, | ches power 


No Church can confi/# without orders, no | proved by 
| worſhip without rules,given and obſerved,conce rn- | Teaſon, 
ing 1mes, places, manner, &c. Theſe ( as I have No (burch 


\ ſhewed) are not of the efſenceof Gods worfhip,no — 


be, that cake themraway, and you take away all 


| publique worſhip. | 
| Butwhereare theſe orders tobe found ? where 


is this forme preſcribed ? In Gods Word -— 
ſach [ 


————_— 
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ſuch ordinices delivered, ſume indeed are wentt- 
| ned, w*b were given by the #pozto ſome particular 
' Churches; and by them obſerved in their ſacred 
aſſemblies: bur they werenever intended tobe of 
perpetuall r;ght, nor for univerſall «ſe; nor yer 
mentioned directly and pwrpoſely, bur as the riots 
and diſorders of particular congregations gave 
| them occaſion. /t wes xot the Apeftles arift ((aith 
(*) Socrates) 18 lay downe Cangns concerning feſtivals 
ard other ceremonies, but to become patterus of piety 
and godly hife. Certainly the Chriſtian Churches, 
through all ker ſucceſlions, ſhould have been ex- 
treamly 1mjuriows to their firſt founders the 1H po- 
' files, in antiquating many of thoſe mentioned ba 
nons, had they been intended for perperaad prefi- 
dencs to all Churches, 

Three things doe clearly evince, that neither 
they, nor any #ther forme were propounded in 
Scriptures ro be of perpetual] right. «Ov 

1. The impoſſibility ot waking ſach erders or | 
regiment,as ſhould fr all Charches in the world. 
Inthe time ofthe Law Gods peopte were bur one, | 
and they a /mwa# people ; and therefore oxe kinde 
of diſcipline might well enough ſerve their turns. 
But now the Church js an heterogenealt body, con- | 
liſting of ſeverall netions, and of diſpoſitions as dif- 
ferent as of countries;and therefore not to be yohed 
under the ſawe laws and cuſtoms, Civil or Eceleſs. 
«ſt1446, Itis as hard ro make one government ro 
fit che Church in her ſeverall times and conptries, 
as to make one hoo to fit al feere, or ane coare to 


Grveall bodies, And fo faith Calvin (in efteR ) 
(*) Chrift 
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(*) Chriſt would not preſcribe particular ceremonies | (b) © alv. Inf 
to bis Church, becauſe it was impoſſible that 1he ſame 4.<.10 Set.z0, 
ceremonies ſhould be agreeable to all ſo different nati- 
685 4s are inthe world,” To the ſame purpoſe ir is, 
which [«niws (peakes : (©) The Scriptures(faithhe) | (c) Fur, aui- 
cont aine inthewn all matters of dotirine belonging ne- | 144 n Hel, 
ceſſatily to faith and good life;, but they only ſet downe | 4 
' | a general law concerning ceremonies ( Let all things be 
done decently and: an order.) Therefore panticular 
Rites appertaining to the Church, becauſe they be mu- 
table endambulatory, might well be omitted by the Spi- 
- of oy and permitted 10 the conveniences of the 
Church. 

Secondly, the impoſzibility of fading out ſuch a 
forme, is an argument againſt ir;ſach orders conld 
never be found in the Scriptures (at leaſt rill rhis 
laſt over-weening age) never any could, or durſt 
| determine what the Lords diſcipline (as ſome call 

ie) is, though many, with greater peſ5r/0n than d1/- 
” | cretion, have earneſtly called for 1t. Certainely, 
had God intended ſuch a thing for his Cherch, or 
though it neceſſary, he would have ſer it downe 
ſo plainly (for fo he did the 7ewiſh regiment which 
he meant they ſhould live by) that every. Church 
(withour grofſe ignorance) mighe have knowne 
what it was. Burt theyare yet rolearne whatir is, 
and will be co the worlds end. Some talke of a 
Phenix, and of a Philoſophers ſtone, bur who did 
ever ſee a Phenix f or who did ever enjoy the 
Phileſophers Fro ? Ab omnibus amatur, of 1a-| 
wen virge eftiit hath had a great many ſuitors, but 
never any huthand : An \ ——— 


= 
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theſe are but imagmery things. And'fo, that there 
is ſacha diſcipline, into whole wo/d,and by whoſe 
wodelt all Churches muſt be calt and fquared,con- 
Gdering that never any yet knew ir, is bur a meer 
I oa Cheid ons. 
b variety -FOverm. 
—_ doth ſufficiently diſprove ir: for, ifs there 
is one Lerd,one Chrifl,onefgiih,and one beptiſme, 
fathere be one frewe of government for Chriſts 
i oncarth, why doe nor all Churches 
ſtick to this, as they doe to thery > Scarce three 
Churches in the whole Chriſtian world do jump 
in every thing. Ic muſt follow therefore, thar et- 
ther all the Churches of God are blinded, and 
cannot ſee whar lyeth before them in broad day 
light ; or, which is worſe, that chey are all too 
proud to ſubmit to their meſters lawos, or, that the 
conceiced platforme is a very Yropian Common- 
wealth. 

Nor doth this argue (as ſome more fondly 
than truly imagine) any defe## of love in God to 
che Church of che new Teſtament, or of fidelity 
in Chriſt to his Father,or of ſufficiency in the Scrrp- 
tares to dire us in Our ways. 

I. No want of love in God to his Church now, in 
compariſon of the /ews,can be hence inferred : for 
t hope, the cteare revelation of the myſt*rics of 
ſalvation, and the abundant grace beſtowed on «| 
above the /ews, may more truly ſhew the exybe= 
rancy of Gods affetion ro us in compariſon of 
them than their preſcribed platforme which wee ) 
want, his careof chem more tharrof as; 
all: The 


W— 
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The 2 brleſapher accaſed eter to bowfe 
toman, and Fonds mother-to other oa 
| becauſe rGeſe bring their coats apon their backs in- 
co the world, and are quickly niade able ro ſhift 
for themſelves; whereas men come naked in, ard 
are faine to depend long upon others for cheir 
ſuſtenance; A ſimple accuſation: Becanſe the rea- 
ſonable nature whetewirth men are beantified, and 
their domin-on over alfctemures, doe much over- 
ballance thoſe defefts, and argue more bounty be- 
ſtowed by narhre on him, than on them. And it 
is a cavill nolefle filly, that if we be not provided 
for by.God with a ſtanding! gevernment- inthe 
Church, as the Synegezue Wis,/Gods care of tis 
now is nothing ſo great,as it was at that rirneof 
them; becauſe rhoſe many thirigs wherein by 
Gods bounty wee owr-ftrip chetn, are «bundantly 
(ficient to coomervarle that defe, if it be a de« 
fect. Bur I rather rake it to be an honoor to be 
free from ſuch a burdenſome yeke of mwery, and 
_ and r91/ſome ceremonies,as was laidon their 

: 2. This isnoderogation,neither,ro the fidelity 
of Chriſt tohis Father, If we compare him wit 
| Moſes, Gods ſervant in thoſe tirhes, Fhowas faith- 
\falin al Go bouſe, Heb, 75 $7 X is =_ yr tor 
did nor alithe parricalars 
he was ever Fe tefe rehfetey —_ 
che fidetiryof a ſonne or ſerveiir, : 0 bee alli 
red, not by the number of a&ts which: he bur 


| 
mos 
ty in Chrif, 
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appoinred «Moſes ro makeevery thing belonging 
eco that typicall and cemporary diſpenſation, ac- 
cording to the pattern which he ſaw in the mounr, 
Heb.8. 5. andit he had not done fo, hee had nor 
been tairhfall. And he ſent his Sonne to be 0«r 
high Prieft, to ſacrifice himſelfe for the ſalvation 
of men; to be a Prophet alſo,toinſtruft them in all 
neceſfary truths; and ro be a King, to prorteCt his 
people inche world, and & bring chem ar laſt, 
maugre all cheir ſpiricuall enemies, into his glo- 
rious kingdome. All theſe our Lord hath traly 
and ful done, who will deny ic 2 But he never 
gave him incharge to preſcribe externall laws for 
his Charches government, while warfating here 
on earth, nc 401 
3. Nor doth cis involve the Scriptures amper+ 
feition : for the Scripture is an inſirument,and the 
perfection of an inſtrament is only relative. . We 
doe not ſay that a pen or an exe is neught, becanſe 
they cannot doe all things; if a pen can write 
well, and an axe cut well, we take them for per- 
fe& and good: So, wee muſt not fay that Gods 
wordis :»ſuff icient, if it yeveale and preſcribemer | 
whatſoever weimagine it ſhould ; ific be able ro 
make us wiſe to ſabvation, and compleatly furniſh to 
every good work (for which uſe and end only .it was 
given, 2 Tim, 3,46, 17.) it muſt needsbe granted |i 
chat itis full and ; #hongh- ic reach ns nor 
how the Church Id be governed, otherwiſe 
than by generall rules, theſe ja my rext, and ſuch 
othet.. Itis with the Scripeuresyas with nature;Now 
deficiwnt ju weceſſariis, mee abundant in ſuperflus ; 
PHIG 5. - They 
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They are neither defettive in meceſſaries, nor exceſ- 
ſoot in ſuper fluow rhings, (uch as this is, 
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This pafſige I meane tocloſe up with' the Te- 


ſtimony of Bezs, in hisEpiſtle to Biſhop Grindal, 
mY thac 


where firſt he mentions ewo forts of men 
would have all orders thathad been of uſe in the | 
ir + hc times,6rowght back into the Church, and 

erved; and whatſoever ſacceeding ages have 
added to them; aboliſhes » the other: ſore would 
have o/d Rites of uſe imthe Church after the 4po. 
files times, to be retain*d, as either neceſſary, or 
profitable, or for wnities ſake-: And then faith, 
Laad ad me aitiver, ec. ds for my part that the do- 
Grine of the CApofiles war exalt and perfei? I make 
ne queſtion, but I,um of amthir opinion concerning 
Rttsn For, firflis  certainet has (the Churches eve+ 
13 Aay tne eaſing) the A peſiler could not ordaine_ 
whaifeever they ent, and therefore in their 
Ae ako peeds degrers, 4s by the 
inſtitution of Deacons it apptares, tolerating for 4 
while even many Iudaicall Rites, as we may ſee inthe 
hiſtory of their Ads. Strondly, who ſeeth not, that in 
their extcrnol{ canflitin ions they' bad wery great re- 
ſpe i# 44 the preſent times, pleces,and prr ſons? So that it 
us mot probable that the ſame Rites were uſed in all pla- 
(65,44 bs evidentirnbngh by that famous Epiſile of Ire- 
n4ats i: Hrttorr B j ſome of their m1 dimances, 
thoſolewfAfrdfn for example, neceſyity it ſelfe abolj- 
ſhed, 'T herefore what ſocver was done by the Apoſtles 
concerning eerenwnices, is not (in my conceit) either 
preſently or abſolately to be made 4 rule. And 1 doe 


not wonder that the ancient Paſtors of the Church,(ha- 


Rex op.8 ad 
Grindall ep. 
Lond, 

Preved | 4 


Teſtimon 
Bera, hed 
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ne r ts rhdry 00m0 Mer} did antiquate ſome 
if the lf funttinr, and fer wy new x up re 
rene.” Three facit '\was (that by their leave I may 
(eake whit Frhinte) that they beld nat « mean in the 
number of their Rites, mor had ſo mach regard to 
Chriſtian fimplecity anal purity 45 was meet, In this 
diſcourſe of his, Bene 17 delrvereth ms judgemevt 
plainly, that there is noformect government lefr 
us by the 4pefites,uns le-with addirions, or 
detraio3.2 He proves hivepinion bydivers argn- 


in meta, neu ſlats in motion, not infits foll & perfir 
ſtate, and they were farzed re ed by 

in their conſticutions, ww theimoraſd of 
che Church, and the rewper roof (ach. is 
were made the Churches * from the 
Apoſteligue Rites by. the Churches, '\as rhey* ſaw 


ments,' from its apeſsib:{izy,the Church was thew| 


abrogati0n of | 


caxſe; and of fome-of themeven by the 3pvfler 
 thengſclvey after theyhad ordainedrhemr# Loft: 
ly, be concludes that the faulre of Church-gover: 
nours, io preſcribing orders;; have'not food in 
chis, that chey paſſed by rhe les, and fernp? 
CE laws, | gone 'excerard in the \ 
number Or que(i13 okſuctyRjrevas they incrodated) 
— vat," oF 

| Bar perhaps it wittbe granted, thac the Charch 
hath power todecrec fuch Zrez and weremonies 


creed dac want this external] formeand\gualific 1-- 
on, and are neither comely nor d dorhyuct 
che Church cthenwhich ordaines exceed her 
commiſhon: 2 or bew ſhall we. know whor cere» 


as are decent and orderly; bye whes if re Riresde- || 


& monics 


— 


| The Charch hath power? Farcver Rites. | #3 | 
monies are agreeable to theſe rales ? | 
1, If any Fiſbops in the Church amhorize Rites | Av/w>. | 
,aot ſwitable ro-cheſe rules, hey preſume beyond Significancie 
their allowance, and ſhall give' arroure to Gor | 97 <6»/e, mo 
whohath (cr them over his haniily che Church,  *4of®- | 
1, We' maſt wer jeidge of ceremonies by falſe 5 | 
roles, Sbme rejed? alt ceremonies as amcomely | 
chat are fg»ificent, and yer thoſe hoby kiſſer given | 
ant) raken by thePrimmtive Chriſtin were ien/- 
\feationd of matuall: c6a7515 4" the womens cove- 
rings, the mens bare beags were fignes of womens 
ſubjeBith to'htit berbends, and the husbands ſab. 
jetion to Chrift alone! And of ceremibures ( (aith 
(*) Petey Nartyr) thoſe are the moſt lawdablethat ave (2) ret Mat in 
the meſs lively in ſignification. * Some ny wat 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tllam Caty. 


condemine «#Rices thar are orhave been «ſed by | /, cen lleg 
_ | the Remave Church when yer itis moſt cerrain , | 

chat\nor only Paprſts, but Pagans roo, by the light | 
\ | of reaſon, may be competent judges ofdeceney and/| 
order in externall Rites. 3 Others will allow this 
ſurname to none that have been abuſed ro ſuper- 
ſtirion and Idofarry ; but wonld have them all a- 
boliſhed as moſt wmcomely for the ſervice of God, 
bur without reaſon ; may not Charches be ac- 
| | counred fit places for publike worſdip, becauſe 

they have formerly been pollared with Idolatry? 
' | may not that body which hath made it ſelfe a 
member of an harloe, become eglorions member 
of feſws Chriff, and a holy Temple for Gods Spi- 
rirrg-dwell in > Wiſe men have alwayes Ir, 


| that the ſeparmrion of the uſe of a thing 
| =p ant bdll anc amatons #[e of ſore 


al_  þAMEs. 2 ad... 


—_ 


[ 


—. 
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(bd) Caſard. 
Covmen/tr.vie, 
Circ.and. 


Determina- 
tionof decen- 
cy belongs ro 


Swperionr 


| 


po OE 


The Church hath power to decree Rites 

| chings tripe que oftheir abuſes, is very commenada- 
ble. To take away the uſe of a rag becauſe 
formerly abaſed , Cargrro quidem ed caratio 
carnificls, nog evedivi; i Gich! (»Y;C right! & 
6 4 cure of the abuſe indeed;but t a.m. | 


— — 


—— 


| 


who takes away diſeaſes, difaſters, and life indall 
at a Clap, not of # phyſrojan, who ſo — the *dif- 
| eaſe, as he ſaves the like, | 

Theſe are all falft Cards c0' faite byc By the 
beſt writers ceremenie; are then judged to be cop- 
formable to theſe direftions. 

1. When they are notelevatedabove theirna- 
tare, neither uſed astrae and proper as of wor-. 
ſhip, (as vowed chaſtity, poverty, and regular o- | 
 bedienceamong the Papiſts are,”) nor as .in/irv- |; 
ments to produce ſupernatural effects, as boly we- 
ter is ſprinkled in the Church of Rome to waſh 
away veniall (innes, and the ſigne of the _ is 
uſed to drive away devils, 

2. When for their multitude they be ator 
burdenſome tothe Church, waking lews of Chriſts- 
ans, and Lew of Goſpell, nor occaſions of diverting 
cheir affctions and —_— from ſuch religious 
as and lervices as are ſubſtantial. 

And therefore ſuch Rires as are not oppoſite 
ro theſe rules, we are to hold for decent and or- 
derl 

ak The determination of this deceney belongs 
not to private perſons; itis notfor them to noms- 


nate, and governoursto cbuſe,or for them te bring 
the writing, and ſuperiours to give the ſeale ;- this 
| would be ro makeauthority-but a,meere cypher, 


— i. 


| —— — ©. au A. A—.4 
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[ The Chorch hath pawer to decree Rites, 25 
and the Bi of the Church like thoſe awages 
in the Pale? Which have tyes and ſee not, hands 
and handle wat, Fe. this were an utter vvertaramg 
of the body, a placing of the feete where the 
head ſhould be. But our Rulers muſt be judges 
ia theſe matters, the Kings majeſty the ſupreme, 
and the Prelates of the ch the ſuboramare , 
for 1. this is the 4onexr belonging tocheir places, 
| as it is the honour of the head ro judge whar is fir 
| and comely and conducible to the wel-fare of the 
body. 2. they are beff fired for this work of de+ 
rermining, both in reſpe& of their learning and 
_—_— and becauſe of that divine aſiiſtaxce, 
which by their mefters owhe premiſe (Zoe I am 
wirh you to the end of the world, Ma. 2:3.20.)is nfu- 
ally afforded ther, though noe ſo far as co ſecurd 
chem from all poſ5+b:/5ry of __ their deci- 
ſions. To their ſentence in theſe things maſt in- 
ferjours ſubmit, if cot their jadgewrmrs ( for per- 
haps they are not bound to beleeve at all rimes 
that they doe all things well) yet their pradiiſes, 
_ = the yr" Aa dae w their places, 
peace s Church which every 
member will purſue. In Dew, 17.8, 9, =_ 
God emjoynerh the people under the of dearh 
in all cheir doubts and controverſies to fend to 
the ſentence of the Prieff,and to ſquare their pra- 
Qiſcs thereby : 'he t ir nor fic chew for the 
le' tobe judges of doubrfall caſes, and doth 
k it convenient xow ? I will therefore con- 
clude with the ſpeech of NaJianzeve. Preſume wot | Grey.Nexin | 
Je that are ſheep, 19 make your ſelves guides of them _ > 
E - = 


HR” ce. eee ect 


— 


Che. 


26" | ' Charch J_ andcenetonits art ahiereble. a 
that ſhould guide you, weithey ſeek to ; chip over the fold 
which thiy bave pitcht aboxt you, 11 (| fk Jew for your 
part, if you give your ſelves to te ordered. Take not 


| »pon you to judge, nor make them ſubject? to your laws, 
who ſbould be a law to you; for God is not 4 God of con- 


| fo . but of order and peace in all the CHOvEY of 


4 Saints, L Cor. 14. 33 ©? | 


And fo leaving Rites ard Ceremonirs for their | 


| determination, to'the beads of the Church, : as 
peeces of rome which bearo theiri image and ſupess 
' {ctiptiony, 1paſſetromeke prev ro the Jaw proce 
relulkiog framir;: .. 5-7 21 1 \ 

.. b Fromhence we-may ſee that Lawsor Carte 
concerning orders in the Church, are Ulrtrable,'and 


are pleaſed towrge thew.” 
Matters of Gan and motel ty will _ i 
| zddirion, diminution or change, becauſe their aus 
| horigy3 is djv/me; but mucters of order and decen- 
| cy-doe, becanſe theirauthoricy in bamare. 
Every particular, or -wetionall Church hath powy 
"FOR | te ordaine, change,and aboliſh ceremonies and Rites or- 
(b)18d1/i:es | dained only by mans anthority, ſo 4s all things be done 
© > pho to edification, (*) It is the ſubkribed <1 trrine of 
Sed vec An . | our owne, Church, and a proofe of the ConſeRa- 
brofi-s 6crives | ry, Upon this grourd S. Ambroſe in hivowne 
=_—_ PD —_ Chorch ab: egeted an old cuſteme of teaſting at the 
ebrioſis ſe un. | Tombs of merigrs;Þ)leſteccaſio of quaffing thou'd 
_ |begiven thereby' ro druokards, becauſe. choſe 
Gerda fo parentalis, funcral frafty were very lite'to hrathe- 
| perſtiiom ger. | n1ſþ ſuperſtition, And how many. 4po/tol:que and 
; emmy. leo Rites have Jong ſince bidder che —_— 
' p __ £004: 


— — 
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binde to their uſe nalonger uby ls) nal (hr 4 
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' Church canon; and ceremonies ave aletr able. 


99d-n:ght by the Charches pleaſure only, on the 
= ground ? (<5) Cſſander reckons up two forts 
of old ceremonies z which becauſe they. were dif- 
ferent, have been differencly deale with. 

1. Some there were, which are of perpetual uſe 
to preſerve the memory of Chyifts, benefits, ard 
ro traine up Chriſtian people in piety. Such were 
thoſe famous feſtivals of Eaſter, Aſcenſion, and 
Whirſomide; for by their «nmwverſary folemoizati. 
ons, and by the publique reading and explainivg 
the hiſtories ſ«table to thoſe holy-dayes, people 
are put in minde of thoſe 44s which Chriſt did 
for their redemption, and excited to ſhew their 
thankfulacfſe tohim by their love and obedience 
to his laws.Of this fort alſo have ſinging of Plalms, 
and ſacred hymnes in the Church, reading of ſ#- 
table prayers and Scriptures at the holy communion, 
ſilence of women in the congregation, and the faf 
of Lent been accounted. All theſe therefore have 
been religiouſly preſerved without the leaſt alte- 
ration. 

2. Others of them were of an inferiovr nature, 
and may be divided into three ranks, 

1, Rices of no great moment for their ma'ter 
or aſe; as their bel ' kifſes, ſtanding while they pray 
ed on the Lords day, the teſting of hony and milk 
by the perſons to be baptiſed, ad infantia fignifi 
cationews, to ſignifie their infancy in Chriſt, as S.Hie- 
rome (aith, alluding tgthat ſpeech of S, Peter, 4s 
new borne babes deſirtthe ſincere milk of Gods word, 
that ye may grow thereby. I Pet.2.2. 


2. Rices of very 5465 ,while their equity con- 
hz _E2 rinued, 
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(-) Ca"and. de 
9/x.2u pay #55. 
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fter and Whirſontide only : (except in caſe of pre- 


Sd Cans auoamait wabogh. ” 


cinued, bur yer f&res only to the /preſene rimes, 
Such an one was the «bfinovce from Iolothyter, 
things ftrangled,and blvod, impoſed on the Gentiles 
by Apeftoligneanthority, {5 15. For this as it 
was enjoyned only in feveer of the peeviſh Jews, 
who connted ſome mears uncleane, and were 
kepr off from Chriſt becauſe rhofe abominable 
meats (as they chought chem ro be) were caren 
by che Chriſtians; ſoit was to &ve no lynger than 
the ſcandel/ continued. _ nature was _ 
cuflome of baprifing peeple that were robeencr 

fo the Charch, at the 1wo greac feſtivals of Ea- 


ſene necefliry ) and in the mother Charches of their 
ſeverall countries, and no where elfe. This order 
was a very one during thoſe times, both in 
reſpeR of that Sacrament, which hereby became 
the morereverend and ſacred; and of the perſons 
ro be baptized, who had liberty by this, ro pre- 
perethe berrer for rheir joarnics ro rhoſe morher 
Churches (which ſometimes were very far from 
their dwellings) and to get themſelves ſufficient- 
ly catechi7ed im the Chriſtian religion, thar they 
might be able ro give an account of their faith, 
before they received their bapriſme. Nor was 
this cuſtome prejudicial ro any of rhem, becauſe 
being for the moſt pare men and women, chey 
were not ſabjet#ro fodden death, as cender infants 
are, andifby ficknefſe or any caſualty rhey were 
broaght mco danger of death, rhey found the {«- 
vour to be baptized. Bur the equity of this cu- 
ſtome continuedno longft than the converſion 

C. ». of 


A 


— 


|} 
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© Clarch Canens 


of Gemtiles lakted, andherefore, #x1inlde genecl- 
tate, when Pagen;ſme was almoſt ſwallowed up of 
Chriſtiaairy, the »»/ y perſonsto receive this | 
backe, were «b/ldren borne: in the Church, who by | 
on of their render infant age, were anc apable 
of inſtruction, and /#bje# co manifold yr gr 
ph 6n6 lo might freque ntly have ended «hs | 
e they had nd the Sacramenr of | 

another life, (ſhould they have bees deferred and | 
pur ow to thoſe 1ws times) this order begax to 


= third fore, were ſech Rites as were cheſt- 

by aſed at their firſt inſticution, buc afterward, by 
the licentiouſneſfe of people, did ſeeme ro be AC- 
campanied with »/zparable abuſes ; of this ſort | 
were thoſe 'A»w mentioned Tode 12. feaſts of 
charity ;, and thoſe meetmgs tagerber in the night, | 
which they called vigils, becaute they were wont 
to watch together in prayer even rill wid»ight, 
ially in the night before Eafter.) All theſe 

_ Church bath aboliſhed, thovgh in a different | 
. Some were ſuddenly and in an inftant remo- | 

, us the »ſe of pictures in the Church, by che 

(« ) Blibertine cauncill, Ne quod coliter, in paritti-| 
bus depimgeretur, that that which was to be ror /bip- | 
ed, might n0t be parted apon walls > and the three- 
fold dipping by the fourth Toletane councill, be- | 
cauſe LF ed by the Arrians, ConorTolet. 4.0.5. 
others were ſuffered like old baildings co run ro 
raine by degrees, till they fell of chemfelves. Some 
ſhe hath clean ca/diered; others ſhe hath offfy chan. 
ged into ſomewhatelſe nor unlike chem, as wugylls 
E3 into | 


ſerveth; tor the bend that gives them /ife, may 
ferike them dead. 

Nor may the Church only alter and aboliſh old 
ceremonies, but adde mew, either for the begetting 
of an honourable reſpe ro Gods ordinances, or 
the firring up of oar dead dewetions in his ſervice, 
(*) Socrates tells us, that the cuſtome of ſinging 
Ant bems in the Church, was brought in by S. 2g+ 


ſome Angels in a viſion chanting out the praiſes of 
God with izterchange«ble notes, hee thought it 
would be a good exerciſe for Gods earthly Angels 
in their publique affermblies, which are ine; fews, 
4 heaven on earth. And S, Ambroſe, becauſe hee 
made account that ſinging had no ſmall efficacy in 
it ad commovendum 4d pictatem avimum, to move 
the minde to godlineſle, (ſaith S (©) Anſtrmin one 
place) and leſt the people being heavily afflic- | 
ed with the CYHrrian perſecution, Harari tadis 

conmtabeſceret, ſhould pine away with too much ſorow, 
(faith the ſame Father in another (*) place) ap- 
pointedſirging to be uſed in the Ch:of Milan, And 
from theſe rwo Biſhops drew that caſſome of ſing- 
ing inthe Eaſterne and Weſterne Churches ics 8rigi- 
nal, What 


natins the Biſhop of Antioch, becanſe having heard |/ 


| 


— _  ——— 


'| Papery # May not the apperre/alter, and:the boay 
| <þr:/t needs peep in, becauſe our Bſbeps doe. uſe 
1 40), 


be offercd, 


| robe better iaſtructed, and till thay: bex-to-hhd 


#451 '4 


| Church copeprignd ceremanies.are alterable.; 
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What was Igy4tias 3nd S; ;; Ambtaſe, Ff.we lkok 


at their auchog gy; more than other 8:/hops of rhe | 


Church? thatliberty4herefore which they had, 
to woke new orders, when they law cauſe, have all 
other Prelates in their Chorches;So far a+the Lovs 
of the lands in whichthey arg, will permir. 46 1 
[js an exviewr outer ythereforewhich is mede 
among.us, that Popery is comMming{in, and\ Gods | 
trxe religion going our, becauſe ſome ſeeming als 
1x45 ins are made, in OUn (erammeries and ſame now 
ones are bythe examples of Srprrtonrs commended 
to: 0ur-gle ; of rather, ſome anciener'cuſtomes, 
which haye, been cantinaed 5 in our wrh(r Ghor- 
ches, revived inothers.,,Arbrovy:.cbergeit is; and 
had need be well proved-by-theo chas. thus cla« | 
mour,or.ellc itis.afewe ſander;and ſoindeed it is. 
Fay what are ceremonigs:to._dodrine ? -Whar is 
thbenſe of the Charches 4berry in 14rſe things, to 


remaine the fame 2 May. not ceremonies, which 
are the clothing of the Spouſe,admir ſome changes, 
aod the dod7rive remaine inviolate > Muſt Aatre 


Fe liberty which theyeyerhad? _ 

iA rumgur it is, that argaes either 5 ignoraace or 
, O{, vain glory, 
omg, perhape,but igneoraxce. 1; Of thedfe- 
rence berween ſubſtance and ceremoxy dattrive and! 
diſcipline. 4cOfthe Cborches powef to adde,withs | 
draw, and majea change-in theſe thingy, if cauſe 
nd I wau'd wiſh 4ikfuch, co laboer | 


their 


Alteration 
of ceremo- 
MET 10 AF Oi 
ment of Po- 


pery. 
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| becauſe he ſcorcherh them wirh his beams. 


. | ſhew, that the ſavdering 'of governoors 


| 


Church Canons and ceremonies oe alterable. 


——_ _ _')—OC> —— — 


cheir peace, and neither tronble themſelves, nor 
others with things chey underſtand nor. 

Bur Envy, I am aftaid, and ill-affe&edneſle ro- 
ward thoſe that are «b+ve them in the Charch, is 
the cauſe of this oatcry im too many;becauſe cheir 
eyes are too week tolook upon the luftre bf rhoſe 
Stars in the Charch, or their” wits «ntaught tb keep 
their /aws, or brare their cenſures, therefore they 
dart cheir dirterand biting words upon them, like 
thoſe Sebvapes,whothoor their arrows at the wn, | 


Lec ſach take heed, leſt while they —_— 
the devidf{ in his fiune, and maligne the heppi 
of others, they be nor made like bim | tr pune fh 
wenrand loſe theifowne.” - * 
_ this envious 4#vut be no ROT 
4inglory, with which roo many are _ 
ws. wor cheſe uncharitable repores ; Abſulen; 
ambicious rraducing of his fachiers bledod govern. 
ment toadvance his owne, doch plainly _ 
forr 


getting of a private neme, is a trick and peece of 
artifice as old at leaſt as 4bſalov, Who ſees nor, 
that this is a ready way'for men to get # greet ov. 
»i08 among the people 2? either of ſingular pro- 

dence, that mn, wa are able ro diſcerne Anichrif in in 
his ſw«dlimg clons, and deſcry him, While he is 
bur purring in his head-ae thedopte\ or of adm! 
rable zeale and piery, thar they'ar6 ſuth as cannot 
bebold the decliningof the Goſpels purity, and 


the ſad a hout 
panned of ſuperſtition, without com- 


_ Bar| 
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| Ohurchernot to buvged1ovho func orders. 
'  Butlet me rel} them £47 Thar chigedipar+s- 
mour having no ſafficient ground to ſtand opon, 
is bur ap and which is worſe, Scandalom 
. » blaſpheming of dignities, 2 (in, which 
$. Petey attriburerh' ro notorious preſurprion; 
hizes © Tran Dartuirre: they tremble not 19 Peak evil 
of dignities.: 2 Pt-2.10. 2. Thata ſlander is not 
che right way to true honowr; never was: true zeale 
kindled. at a kitchin fire , nor ever {weer: name 
baile on the ruine of a private mans, much lefſe of 
a whole governments reparation. Once Heroftr a- 
tw (er fire on the glory of the world fora building, 
Diane's magnificent Temple, to get a name : ind; a 
name he hath gocten; bac whar name? a name of 
obloquy and diſgrace to the worlds end. And fuch 
a name(I belceye ) wilbe che portion of all choſe, 
ui ex incenſs Dei Templo gloriam querumt (25 Cal- 


ſeditions and incendiary (landers, 

And fo I come to the ſecond Conſettary. 

Charches are not tyed to the ſame orders : Each 
Church hath her liberty, eicher ro take ſuch as are 
made ready to her hand by others, or ro weke 
new Canons of her owne for the government of 
her people. And ſo our Charch teacheth us to 
judge in her 34. (*) Article. It i not neceſſ« 
(ich the Article) that ceremonies and traditions 
in all places one, or altogether alike : for at all times 
they bave been divers, and may be changed according 
tothe diverſitics of countries, times and maners, Ste- 
ing all Rites and ceremonies (faith (*) Zanchy) are in- 
ſtitmted for the edification of the Church, it « manifeſt 

F that 


| __ 


—<—_— — 
— 


vin (peakes) who ſeek hel owne glory byſach | 


(3) Art.34. | 


(b) Zaxch.de 
Red (.1,p.964. 
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(a) Soer 4.x. 


_— 


| fer, in Greece and Idyriwm, ſixe weeks, and in orher 


comment, for he reckons up many ſevers# Chur- 
ches, allenjoying their ſeverak orders. 

The Greek Church gave the Communion in 
leevencd bread, the Latines in unltavencd : the 
Greeks kept their Eafter, quarts decimi lani, onthe 
fourteenth day of that m—_ exatthy, fall when it 
would; bur the Latins alwayes on the firft day of 
the week, the refurreftion day. In Rome they f«- 
fedon Sarerdaves, in Milaxnot fo : in Rowe their 
Lent was wont to begin but three weeks before E x- 


Churches ſeves. Among the Eafters Churches, 
their faſting was a fora forbearing of all Linde of 
food till Sun- ſer, butin ſome Wefters Charches, 

it ſtood onely m delefFs ciborum, in abſtinence 
from fleſh only, and brake up at three firſt, then at 
twelve aclock. In Amtioch the altar ſtood in the 


Weft part of the Charch, in others alwayes in the 
Eft. In Hellas, leraſelem,and Theſſaly,and among 
the Novetians allo at Conſtantinople, Evening pray- 


& was read by candle light , and S. (*) Hicrome 
; the reaſon, New ad faugandas tenchras, ſed ad 


Eimſectr uetolhoure ie was 
to repreſent the ſpiritacll rejoycing of Chriſtians : 
butin So Chorches it was read by day {1ght. At; 
Alexandria they ED Catechameniſts to the 


 Chutchesanet Wberyedrethe awe awder, re 
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that in theſt things 111 foe br ſift the os, | 

that Chard rea 

ane fokiadended 4 bet for the goud of air hahende: 
On mar poor" apr owne' Church, and 


w [etitiz demonſt randum , not to drive away | 
ight enough) |/ 


| 
k 


office | 


that learned writer, (*) Secr «ter may ſerve for a |. 


w 
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| be time » bur chizwas not 'the 


church whetdrerhe fomemtro} 


office of xe«ding, and tvpeendivy the Serhpteye 
the De pcernhes were eppoirite 

t choſe fundtions, 1/1 rhey were ey 
ſome Churches the Communion Wis ce 4 
ry Sunday, in 0rber1y6t"' ſo) ofht#; Among ns 
people, it was given td cb/ldr ow, 43 well us ro meti 
I 6) Oype prien tells us) ard (+) 8, 
Anguſtrne faich, thr there was ſuch 4 cuftorne 
mancerof other 
Charches,4s (©) famelize obſeryesin theft words. 
29a apud alios antheres rarifſime fi 
&<. becanſe there a but little mention ade of ths 
suflome i other author 5g herefore 1 ſaſþ eh rhet it was 
neitber waiverſall, nor of any tong continuentt oft or 
S. Auftins time. In the Africar and Speniſh Chure 
ches for a great while togerher, they nevergran- 
ted the Charcbes peace to fuch ns fell into the co 
wine mejor, the fouler fort of crimetaſters 
but in ber Churches they were wore 'i 
to offenders wpon their true repentance, es (f) Pe. 


| | ravine hathnored, 


We ſce by theſe examples that great was the 
variety of -Church-cuſtoms and conſtiturions. 
And yer for all this diverſity, the Churches held 
the «nity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace; none of 
chem being either ſo proad as to preſcribe ro o- 
thers, nor ſo «#cheritable, as ro wrangle among 
chemſelves abour choſe differences. Only once 
(s) YV:1Gor Biſhop of Rewe prefurned ro excommmu- 
nicate all 4f«for afering from the Latins in 'ob- 

Eaſter. But Irenans of Lions in  Pranice;n 
the name of his fellow _—_ did ſharply rtbake 


hui mentio,| © 


iſm, | - 


him | 


(g) Enſeb. 


| 


Charcbes not te be tyed 16 the ſama arders. 


him. for it; alledgiag agaiaſt him che example of 
former Libor in particular of Pelycarpae of 
Swyrus, and uApicetws of Rowe, who notwith- 
the bed fqwily communion togeten(6JG 
afri 'cOM b)C ads | | 
ke frr Farel,chat as'for Ce bead ſome- | | 
what ſparing of ceremonies, Lsther liberal, Bucer 
indifferent ; yer they all maintained very good 
corrgpondeneyyand judged thoſe differences in ex- 
| texnail Rices tbe nojuſt caaſe why, they ſhould 
breake amicy, And indeed they are not, no more 
chan difference in apparell is a good reaſon-why | 
the children of the ſame father ſhould maintaine | / 
| A CANTERGIOD. Diſſonant(s jejunit fide; conſonanti- 
am now tollits, difference 19 faſting (faiths Irenems) 
takes not away agreement in faith; and, In una fide ni- 
.n | hilofficit ecclefre ſans conſuctudo diverſa, laith S. 
NS. Sa Different, Church-caftoms bring ns preje- 
| ders no rude | dice ta theirope-moſt holy faith, Nay it is good 
£0 9. (faith S. Auftin) that there ſbould be this variety, 
(c) Zanch dt | for this «that raiment of neeale-work wherewith the 
Kdp765. | Kings daug ers clothed and beautified. | 
canc,quiprop- | -- With what warrant then doth: Certwright or 
ge=rbu inte | any of his followers, (trive to bring-us co ##t4/en. 
nas urbant cc- | diſh cuſtoms, and make a ſchiſme from ws, or a fa 
cleſiis,dam- | (308 4770ng us, for maintaining the liberty where- 
oo nt,e. |ich-Chriſt hath honoured us, of making and li- 
ſtcarus : bzc- | VIng by Our owne rules ? Graviter peccant Fe. 
cine pieras | They 4r8 guilty of 4 great fault (5) (faith Zanchy) 
T ons? pear. .| who for theſe indifferent ceremonies doe diſturb the 
\| chariras,quam | Charches,and dament all other magiſtrates and rulers, 
debemut r_ becanſe they -uſerheir liberty in theſe things 2 is = 


I 


eee 
CT 


— 


we ewe 18 the Churc 


, 11 Cor. 4.36.) Are they the oſeph to whony the 
" |ISunand Hoon and $t4rs mult bow 2 all Churches 


| Pigmaiion of his image) and having made it,did 


- Churches pot vo beryed jo the ſame.orders. 


the piety which is boaſted of ? is this the charity which 
_— = God ? If they wane piety 
le and conteſt with other 


and charicy, who 
Churches about ceregzonies; much more doe they 
lackir, who in ghis-quarrell. tronble the quier of 
cheir owne, becauſe ſhe will not proſtrate her ſelfe 
before their /do4, and be ſervant totheir humors, 
Came the word of God from them, or came it to them 


only ?. (that I may ſpeak in the {poftles language, 


muft frike ail > Calvin indeed was too highly 
conceired 'of his owne invented diſcipline (as 


ive. too honourable a ſtyle to ir : bur did his 
riends ſo mightily eſteem ir * (*) Was it not op- 
poſed by his ewze Senate and Citizens was not 
he glad for the upholding of icto beg the appro- 
bation of Ba{//, Zarich, and other Helvetian 
Churches * And when(to gratifie him)they gave 
icateſtimony,was not this the greateſt praiſe they 
could afford ir, that thoſe confpftoricel laws of his 
were geod ones, and ſuch as were agreeable to the 
word of God, and might well be tolerated : not 
ſuch as were of xeceſity to be received into their 
orother Churches ? To goe no further than BeZa, 
Calvins inward friend and ſcholar; . (>) 'He in the 
life of Calvin, ſpeaking of the cavſe why Calvin 
did ſo earne{NMy contend tor the continuance of it, 
faith, it was, 2uod cam wrbem videret bus fr ents in 
digere, becauſe he ſaw that that City (being then ir 
ſeems ſomewhat licentious ) had need of ſuch. 4 
F 2 bridle; ) 


(a) Vide Catv. 
ep.ad Pull 
It.ep.ed Tiras, 
maniſt. 1t.ep. 
Bulling*s.ad 
Caltn, 


(b)Bex.m wit, 
C abuim. 


_w_____ 
- 


Dr EEE 


(c) Aug.tp.nls. 
ad Jawa. 


(d) Aug.tp.ad 
Caſulan. 


| be the Lords diſcipline, rior preſcribed it imperies 


Charles vet is bevyetiv ve fane ders, 


bride, Oy which we ſee, that be derived not Ty 
#5 high as hexven , for mainned It ts 


tooth Churches. Nor 


. 


Her owne #4 


have brought amony ns, they have with þ 
war _ conformed and ſubmreted thernſe 
practiſe to #xy received orders, Herein obſer- 
ving S. _foflini rule whichhegives im one of is 
Epiſtles. (*) Qupd nth, contra fidemw, vc. That rows 
flitution which « neither ag ainff faith or good maners, 
is tobe rethoned of, as init ſelfe md:fferemt, and to bee 
obſerved according to the company with whom we con: 
verſe, And againe, 1d quaeicang,, oc." To what 


thou meancſt neither to give nor take offence. Herein 
alſo imit ting S. Pad example, who became «ef 
things to all men, 1 Cor. 9. 20. and thatof S, Am- 
brofe (4) who though in his owne Church of M7- 
lan he kept no Satarday faſt, yet when he came to 
Rome, where it was the cuſtome, hee faſted ns they 
did; by that dememonr giving*occation ro rhat 
proverb which hath been long in ofe, $S; fuers 
Rome, Romano vivito more, if you come to Rome, live 
45 Romans doe. 

Our owne men are only they, our Engliſh pa- 
piſts are the greareſt admirers of Reme and the p4- 
pall power , becauſe they live a great way from 
them, and know rhem only in imagination (which 
too ofren like a falſe glafſe, is a deceirfull repre- 
ſenrer) fo are our owne drſc/ptmarians the onely 
men, that do ſo much adore that Genevs ow 


efteetidr The goverkweny for when oceafioris | 
tem 


a 


Church ſorver thos ſhalt come, follow their cufloms, if 


\ | chesim France had kept 


' | nnare than 


Churches was to be tyedto the ſame orders. 
becauſe they never bad any precticall know 
and nce of it.And it is the 
of our Church to have her bowels catew out by her 
owne Children whom (he hath caried in her wom6, 
<-> , and fed wich her favours and 


ors. 

A deſtiny too bad fora well-reformed, nay (with- 
oat prejudice ro other Churebes be ir ſpoken) 
the beff reformed Church in the world ; a Charch 
(I appeale to all Church-fories) which in berre- 
formation and government commeth neereſt the 


pattern of pions and reverend Antiquity. A go- 


vernment ſo mederate, and full of refþþe# to thoſe 
elder Saints (who were in Chrif before 08,and are 
now #riemphing in heaven, while we are militant 
yet onearth, and fighting for our Crows) (*) that 
a French a in the beginning of our laſt 
K ings raigne of blefled memory, upon the wiew 
ns ſervice & ceremonies at Canterbury 
and at Court, gave out; That if the reformed Chur- 
the ſame orders among thew 
that we have, he was aſſured there would bave been in 
thet cauntrey many thouſand Proteftauts «t that time, 
ec were, Bat alas mother, it is 
thy lot to be deſpiſed by thine ewne fons, and if 
there be no remedy, thou maſt beare it; Time and 
chance (laith Sclomen) hb to all mew, and (o 
it doth to all Churches, (b) Patience # 4 means tt 
wake that burden eaſie, which muſt be endured with- 
out remedy. 
And ſo I come to the third Conſedtary. 


Perſons 


P O———_ 


(b) Hor l.3. 
Carm.Ode 24+ 
Levius fir pati.. 
entia, quicquid 
corrigere eſt 
nefas. 


c) Morin de 
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1 |Perfons that fprrnie at COharch- ordinances, may be 
Jufily periſhed by Charch-governonrs : their power 
to make orders implies a power to cenſere diſor- 
ders in whomſoever they finde refraftary, For, 
every law ſappoſeth in the Law-maker, a power 
diref#ive to make it, and a power coercive to re- 
{train tranſgrefſors of ir; as S. Paul implies, Row. 
13.4. where (peaking ofthe Magiſtrate)he ſaith, 
He beareth not the ſword in vaine. Firſt, he beareth 
4 ſword, hath authority to pariſh as well as to = 
ſcribe. Secondly, he beareth ir not in vain, hath 
authority to ſmire with that ſword, and co par 
his power in praiſe upon evill doers. 

There i ove Law giver (faith S. James, cap.4.12.) 
who i able to ſave and to deſtroy : in which words is 


occaſion requires, 
And the reaſon why they are to have th&pow- 
er as well as the former, is, becauſe it is a 6ackto 


profitable; for (*) Inermu authorit as, now aut borit as 
dicenda eſt, ſed autboritatis larva : wnarmed author i- 
ty & rather a mak and ſemblance of «mthority than au- 
therity indeed, 

Intoall creatures God hath pur ewo faculties, 

I. A concupiſcible, by which they arecaryed to 
ſeek ont whatloever things are needfull for their 
preſervation. 

2. Antraſcible, by which they are inabled ad 
omnia conraria eliminanda, to expel by flight or re 
| ſtance, atleaſt in endeavour, whatſoever threa- 

f rens 
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the former; without this that other would be un- | 


piren as by conſequent rounderſtand, that it be- || 
ongs toall Law- givers to doe either of theſe, as | 


— 
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puniſhable by Church- gOVErnonrs, 


tens their deffrai0n. And withour this laſt the for- 
mer would not be ſufficient to keep the creature in 
being. Anſwerable to this,there is in governours a 
concpiſcible faculty of making good orders forthe 
maintenance of that body,wherof themſelves are a 
part:and an Iraſcible,of reſiſting and executing ven- 
geance on {ach irregular perſons, men of Belca/, as 
aſfaule that body, thoſe orders ; and withour this 
chat other of making laws,is notonly weak and of 
lietle uſe, bur oft cimes a ſnare to law-makers, who 
otherwiſe would be (like the log in the fable) fa- 
buls vulgi,a ſcorne tothe rude,unruly mulritude, 
Bur leſt ſome may think, that this /aff power is 
peculiar to the c5vi/magiſtrate, and belongs nor 


] to Biſhops and governours of the Church ; their 
, | Canons being but councells, and their authority only 
14 to per ſwade; as (*) ſome of note, ro the diſparage- 


ment of their learning, doenot ſtick to ſay : Caſt 
your eyes on Timothy and Titus two Biſhops of the 
Church. S.Pas/ armeth them both with this dos- 
ble authority.Command and teach (faith he to Time- 
thy, 17!99.4.11.) There is a power dire#ive given 
him : Them that ſin rebuke before all, that the reſt alſo 
may feare, 1 Tim.5.10, there is his power coattive. 
And to Tirws he ſaith, Theſe things ſpeak andexhort, 
andrebuke with all authority ,Tit.2.15.Teach,there is 
his authority to informe and direQ;bur is this all ? 
No, Rebske roo,rhere is power to cenſure the diſo- 
bedient. But how rebake? not with weak words on- 
ly, for that belongs to the rnferiour Clergy ;, but 
with all axthority, thatis,with cenſares & deeds,e- 
ven tothe /opping of mouths, if need be,aswe = 
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(a) YV.d.Urſm. 
eatech. 
Pa.Ore.de Þ. 
anleyes magili. 
oblzgent Conſe. 
pag.13. 
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ſee,Tir. 1.11. Nor doth S. Paul give theſe his Bj- 
ſbops any greater allowance, than he knew his ma. 
fer would warrant; for he was nor ignorant of 
what with his owne month he had uttered, Mar. 
18. 17,18. Goe tell the Church, and if be ntehe to 
heare the Church, let him be unto thee as « heathen 
wan, aud 4 publican. Verily, verily 1 [7 ww1s you, 
whatſoever ye ſhall binde on earth, fhall be bound in 
heaven, &re. In which words, r. Our Lord tre- 
Feth a Tribunal in the Church,to which offenders 
againſt che Church maſtbe cired, and by it cenſu- 
red, Goetell the Church. 2. He ratifies and fetlerh 
it: whatſoever ye bind on earth, &Fc. 4, whomſoe- 
ver you caſt our for negleCt, or contempt of that 
authority which I have given you, ſhall be repu- 
red an ontcaſt in the kingdome ofheaven : and by 
conſequent, whatſoever other puniſhment you 
juſtly infli&, ſhall be authorized in the higheſt 
Court, by the higheſt judge. What will you (faith S. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 4.21.) ſhall I come wnto you with arod, 
or in love and in the fpirit of meekneſſe ? that is, will 
you be perſwaded by faire words, or ſhall I exer- 
ciſe my 1»d+cia# authority over you, ſball I puniſh 
you ? For, as the rod of Chriſt fignifies his autho- 
rity to rule his ſervants, and ſubdne his enemies, 
and therefore is called the rod of his frength, Pal. 
110. 2.. So doth therod of S. Pau/ here fignific his 


| puniſhing power, as S. Chryſoflome and S. Auſtin 


JI 


expound the place. And (which is a thing that 
ſhould work with as) this is alſo the de&rine of 
our owne Chureh, ro the trach of which wee (my 
brethren) of the Clergy have ſubſcribed. 

Whoſoecver 
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_. Fame (faith the Article ) by 4s urs 
Jude ewens, willingly and purpoſely doth apenty breake 
TEE _ cr is. C rw hich be 
mot repugnant to the ward of God, and be approved by 
common awhority,ught to be rebuked openly, ( that 
others may feare to doethe like) as bethat offendeth «- 
gainſt the common #rder of the Church, and hurtath 
the authority of the magiſtrate, and woundath the con- 
ſciences of weak brethren. 


And ſhall we not thinke that the Church hath 


need of this latter power, as well as the common: | _ 


wealth ? Are le ſo well affected to the orders 
of the Church, tha they will obey them ifthey 
be but barely propounded, or at moſt, by a few 
perſwaſions commended totheir obedience * Is the 
Church fo ſ#:/edby divine goodneffe, that no aw- 
ruly windes within her bowels can make her 
quake ? Oris che King of the Chureh ſo carelefſe 
of his flock which he hath purchaſed with his 
owne blood, that he hath given it weaker ſupports 
than Kingdomes and civill States enjoy ? and 
hath ſer over it ſhepbeards indeed, but yer lame 
ones, that caxxet or weſt not ſtrike if there be oc. 
caſion ? 

Certainly, this earthly Paradiſe would ſoon be 
entred and waſted, were not thoſe gels that 
are ſer to keepe the doore, armed with a flaming 
[word of vwindicative power, to keep out, or drive 
out all thoſe that either profeſſedly, or ſecretly have 
evill will coSi9», And therefore we cannot think 
with reaſon that Church-governours have the 
place of commanding, but no power of compel- 
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ling and urging ebedience rotheir commands, 

Bue they that would have a parity in the 
Charch, and would make Church-pgovernours to 
be but empty Cyphers, alledge the ſpeech of our 
Savior to his dilciples (contending among them. 
(elves for ſeperiority ) Mar. 20. 25, 26,17. The 
Lords of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, 
and they that are great, exerciſe authority over them: 
b»t it ſhall not be ſo among you, But whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your miniſter , and wheſo. 
ever would be chiefe among you, let him be your ſer- 
vant, &c. And ſay, that Chriſt here compares the 
world and his Church, and forbrds the u'e of that 
power to the Paſtors of the one, which belongs ro 
the Princes of the other, and that is principally a 
punitive and coattive power. 

For. the removall therefore of this Gorgons 
head, which doth ſo amaze the w»/gar, and make 
them think chat Biſhops ſhould aſe no puniſh» 
ments for the ſ«feguard of their determinations, 
ewo things are to be noted. 

1. The perſons which are here compared and 
diſtinguiſhed. | 

2. The drift and purpoſe of our Savior in this 
compariſon. 

1. Forthe perſons, we are to know, that they 
are not Aaronand Moſes, the Clergy andthe Latty, 
but Chriſtian and Pagan governours, as appeares 
by the wotation of the word; for where doth 
# i (ignihe /ay men, men diſtinguiſhed by their 
calliags in che Church, nor nations divided from ! 
the Charch ? Icis alwayes oppoſed to the Chri- 
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ſtian Church, and men living therein, wherher 
miniſters or people, and is as much in fignificati- 
on, as the Hebrew word £2 : for the Septua. | 
gint doe alwayes tranſlate ©2712 by mt in, as we 
may ſee Eſay 11. 10. Pſal. 2. 1. &c. Now Goym ' 
ſignifies all nations that were nor /ews, all ſuch,as | 
they eſteemed to be owe of the Church: and there | (,,,,u ue. 
fore the (®) lews doe at this day call the Chri- | zic de wah. 
ſ[tians, becauſe they account them the greateſt ali. | 'Þ ludzi ap- 
ens from the common-wealth of Iſrael, Goyuw, wnbe- | Ft Chrilte 
leeving people. —<a——_— 
Beſides, if we looke into the new Teſtament, | \ominabilem, 

we ſhall ſce that #9 and i are nevernſed, bur | »f*Quprocfus 
where Gentiles are mentioned, and muſt be under- | © _ be 
ſtood. (*) Oar Saviour therefore muſt have ſpo- | 10.5. 1u4e 2. 
ken here very improperly, and far otherwiſe than | 3* 4# 437: 
the language did lead him, had he by Gentiles in | es, 
this place meant /ay men, 3.9.06, 

The compariſon therefore which is here made, 
being between /nfidels, and the Church inde finite- 
ly (as it includes all her members and magiſtrates 
civill and Ecclefiaſticall) ic followeth, that the re- 
ſtraint here given doth notreſped the Prelates of 
th: Church determinately, but equaly a{ that beare 
rale in Chriſtian Common-wealths; and ſo can 
be no argument for the clipping of the Churches 
wings, more than for the /1-1:ng of civill autho- 
rity. 

Secondly,for the ſcope of our Saviour,it was not : 

1. To forbid magifiracy among Chriſtians (as 

the Anabaptiſls would have ir) for then, there}. 
would. be a. plain contradiGi540m between himand 
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his Apoſiles, who raught that 1he —_— are 
ordained by God, andthat they were to be obeyed by all 
that were nnder them (*) + and this would have 
brought the whole world into confuſion long 
ſince, there being no poſlibilicy of irs conſiſtence 
without government. 

Nor ſecondly, was it his purpoſe to forbid a 
ſoper:ority of ſome over others in the Church, for, 

1. He forbids that only which himſelfe did re- 
fuſe, propounding his owne prattiſe as an example 
ot chat defirine which he taught them : 7r flat 
not be ſo among you, for I am among you, as bethat ſer- 
veth, But did he ever renoaxce authority over his 
diſciples while he lived among them ? did not he 
rather behave himſelf aza commander and maſter, 
exjoynivg them from time to time what he wonld 
have them doe ? and did not he willingly accept 
that title of Lord and wafter, which his diſciples 
gave him ? John 13. 13. Tee call me maſter and 
Lord, and ye ſay well, for ſo 1 am. 

2, Heprohibites not what he ſ#ppoſea; but hee 
ſuppoſeth that there was to be a ſ#6 and ſapre, a 
ſubordination and ſaperiority among chem, as 
the words maximus and minimws , greateſt and 
leaſt here uſed doe imporre. 

Neither was it, in the third place, to hinder 
the emnexion of civill authority to the Church, 
and to reſtraine Charch-men from being Inſtices of 
peace, or privy Counſellours, &c. For Chriff doth 
aſe this ſpeech co his diſciples to difſwade chem 
from ſtriving about ſuperiority : bar if rhis had 


| 


been his meaning, that rhe diſciples cm 


puniſhable by Church.governours. 


be ambitious of :emporal{ power, it would not 
have reached bome, nor been a ſufficient argument 
for that purpoſe; for they might have reaſonably 
replyed: Sir, we ſtrive not to be Kings or Princes, 
or Counſellers of State, let us have authoriry in 
the Church, and we ask no more, | 

What then was oar Saviours intent in this pro» | 7he tree 
hibicion 2 It was to prevent the wiciows cufloms of | meaning of 
beathen Kings and Lords in Chiiſtian Govern- | that Texe, 
ments, whether þ:ritua# or temporal. 

Their vices or fa«/ts in government were eſpe- 
cially :ws. 

1, Their ruling by their owne wil in ſtead of 
laws. | 

2. Their ruling for their owne ends, without 
reſpeR to the peoples good, as if the lives, and | 

oods, and children,and ſervants of their ſubjects | 
ad been made only to ſerve their turnes, and 
maintaine their pomp. 

This was their chiefe fault, and thus did they 
governe, as appeares by the ſpeech of Samuel (*), 
who ſought to deterre t poopie from defiring 
a King, by deſcribing 1297 2922 


(a)r Sam $.11 
' Thu will be the 
: P of the 
the cuflome the ſhe 
rdoguat Obey yas ; 


and faſhion of their Kg treading in the ſteps of 
his neighbour princes, who were all E:hmicks. And 
ſo much doth the Original word, by which their 
manner of governing is here deſcribed, imperr, 
which is wlewenren dv, they play the Lords they 
domMeere over their people, as if they had all 
that ſoveraignty over them that can be imagined. 


+ — 1947 
kr himſelf, 
far bis the tots, 
for bis | or[emen, 
Oc. and your 


4 hers for his 
emf 
hers, Oe. 


This poteflatem Herlods, this vicious and nunrea- 
2 CEC Lord would have 


his | 


(b) Moderatio- 
nem Apoſtoli- 
cz poteſtatis, & 
illius retum 
uſum ad divi- 
nz vo'untatis 
prxſcrip:um ca 
verba | a 
Pi'ſon.de cccl. 
Gabe) £.6.p.91. 


Pumſpments 
ingpeſed on 
non- Confor- 
mers, no per- 
ecutions, 
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his diſciples and all Chriſtians ro take heed of al- 
lowing them in the meane time, poreſtatems meleaiy, 
a fatherly kinde of power over their inferiours, to 
governe as parents doe their children, with an 
eye on their good, and conſequently, to corrett 
and puniſh them when they prove bad children 
and unruly. 

The Shepherds of the Church may governe 
their flocks, bur not with force and cracliy, as they 
did in EJektels time, F7ek. 34. 4. they may take 
che everſpght of Gods heritage, 1 Per. 5.2, but not 
as abſolute Lords, whzwed), ever-ruling them 
(aich the tranſlation in the margine) for their 
owne, either covetous, or ambitious ends. 

Lay theſe two things then rcogether. 1. Chri/f 
compareth the Gemiles and Chriftians in their kinde 
of governing : and 2, His intent is to barre all 
Chriſtian Princes and Prelates from exerciſing a 
tyrannicall rule over their inferiours, and to win 
chem to that (®) moderation in their government, 
that becomes his people; and it will appeare,that 
thisplace makes nothing at all againſt the Hierar- 
chy of the Church or that vindicative power w* 
che mildeſt and moſt indulgene parents that are, 
doe uſe upon their children for their good ; and 
Church, as wel! as civill magiſtrates, may exer- 
ciſe upon diſobedient perſons for the preſervati- 
on of publique peace and unity, 

Lec no man therefore ſay, when Biſhops ®rre& 
oppoſers of their orders and authority, that the of- 
enders thas puniſht are martyrs, and the poore 
perſecated ſheep of Chrift;and the governours that 
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puniſh | 
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puniſh them ere wolves and perſtcuters, as ſome il- 
affeed ones ſtick not to murter. 

S. Cyprian writing tO Rogatian a Biſhop,who had 
been abuſed by a ſawcy deacon, (®) 1.commends him 
becauſe he had ſought to reforme him by Chriſti- 
an clemency rather than Epiſcopall autherity : then 
he adviſeth him, if the Deacon continued in his 
milſderneanour, to curb and puniſh him by depoſo. 
tron Or excommunication, (>) according to his pow- 
cr and place. For if S. Paul ſaid to Timeorky, Let 
»0 man deſpiſe thy youth; how much more might 
chy fellow Biſhops (faith S. Cyprian) fay to thee, 
Let no man deſþiſe thy age : Was this gncivill Dea- 
con a Martyr, or S, Cyprian a perſecator. 

When Yigilamtins a Prieſt had much wicbehe- 
ved himſelfe in point of dodrine and manners, 
(©) S. Hierom wondereth that the Bybop,in whoſe 
dioceſſe he lived, did not Yirga Apoſtolica & fer. 
rea confringere 94s inutile, break that unprofitable 
peece with the iron 18d of his Apoſtolique authority, 
Et tradere in imteritum carnis, ut ſpiritas ſaluus fiat, 
and deliver him to the deflruttion of the fleſh,that the 
ſpirit might be ſaved, .1. excommunicate him, (4) 
And alictle after, rurning his (peech to 7 rgilants- 
«s, he cryes out (ſomewhat too pallionately like 
himſelfe) 0 precidendam ling uam medicis, 0 tongue 
worthy to be cut out by ſpirituall phyſitians, ut qui lo- 
qui neſcit, diſcat aliquando reticere;that he who knows 
not homgo ſpeake aright, might learne at laſt to hola 
his peace. Was the delraquent here a martyr, and his 
purſuer S. Hierom a perſecutor ? 

Goulartine and the reſt of the Geneya Conſiſtory 
H 


— 


(a) Cypr epad 
Foger. 65. Ma- 
g's « pramus & 
Cupirmus Cone 
tumcli1s & in- 
jur1Q.s lingu! o- 
rum clementi 


patientia vine 
cere, quam 3 
carducali licen- 
tia vindicare. 
(b) Pro Epiſ- 
copatug vigore, 
& cxthedrx au» 
thoritate, 


(c) Hierep.ad 
Vigil. 


(d) 1 Cor,s,s, 


deprived 


wor 


$0 


(ec) Vid. Mori. 
de con/eccl. 


Objed. x. 


Anſw. 

Inconformity 
1 accident al. 
ty a great fon, 
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deprived Retariue one of their miniſters , and 
thraſt him out of their Ciry,and (which is more ) 
chey hamted him by their /erters out of a town not 
far from thence, which had entertained him for 
their Paſtor. And why did the Conſfiftory lo ſevere- 
ly profecurte this man * for giving the Cup in his 
owne Charch with his ewxc hands,and not permitr- 
ting a /ay mag to deliver it, This fat of his was 
the breach of a Church-cu/ftome only, but of »s ca- 
ow, and yet thus ſharply did they puni(h it. Were 
Goulartizs and the Presbitery perſecutors, and that 
good man a martyr ? 

Or were the (*) decrees made by fandry anci- 
ent councils for the ſuſpenſiov, depoſition, and ex- 
communication of #xruly miniſters , perſecutions ? 
I thinke onr ſcrupulous mindes will not fay fo, 
for Non omni qui parcit amicus eft, nec omnis qui 
verberat inimicas , Every one that ſhares is mwt 4 

iend, nor every one that puniſheth an enemy. Bur if 
_ can ſo caſt off modeſty, as to brand thefe 
wholfome judiciary As and Canons with the 
diſgracefull name of perſecutions, our Reverend 
Fathers may the more conrtented!ly pur up the 
like aſperſions, conſidering that thu afflitFion that 
befalls them , hath been accompliſbedin their elder bre- 
thren. 

O, bur the miniſters uſually ſsSenged, are good 
men, and therefore, we may welt fay, they are 
perlſecured. | 

1. Sore ofthem, nodoubr, are ſo; and if chey 
be, they ſhall reap the profit of it another day y it 
1s poſfible ſomerimes for good men ro tread | 

awry, 


puneſbable by Chur ch:gowerneass. 
awry, being caryed away witch che fireame of po- 
pulariny and mir-led by thehope of gaine or glory. 

2+ Whether they be all good or no, 1 leaveitro 
be decided by the ſearcher of alt hearts 3 only chus 
much inthe genera}l I am fure of; that Atul; ſunt 
in ſantlorum catalogo, qui non ſunt in conſortio, many 
are now accounted Saint s,which will not aoe for Saimts 
at that day when alt ſecrets ſhall be manifeſted. 

3. Ir is not their goodneſſe rhar is puniſhed, 
bur their badneſſe;, S. Peter intimates, that a Chr. 
ftian may be detefted and puniſhed for an evil 
doer, 1 Pet. 4. 15, 16, If good men will have 
their hands in bad cauſes, their goodnefſe muſt 
not make them lw-proofe, and beare them off 
from the ſtroke of juſtice. Cauſagne8 pena, (I may 
adde wg facit martyrem, it is the cauſe, #0t 


the puniſhment ( no nor the perſon neither) chat 


makes the martyr. _— and great i the ſinne of 
ſchiſme and diſcord in the Church ((aith S. (*)Cypri- 


an) and cannot be purged even with mariyrdome. And 
a(*)licrle after, ſpeaking of ſuch as lived conrenti- 
ouſly in che Church, he faith, _AHrdeant licet flam- 
mis, &c. Though they breath out their ſoules at a 
ſtake, or under the teeth of wilae brafts, their goodnes 
6 wot crowned, but their per fidiouſneſſe puniſht. 0cct- 
di tals poreſft, coronari non poteſt. Such a man may bee 
tilled, but crowned be cannot be. Martyrs ave they 


teouſneſſe ſake : for Hagar was 
and yer fhe that did impoſe was 


H2 be 


3 


(fairh S (©) Auſtin ) which ſaffer, por for diſor det | 3 oriofus, ſed 
and the ungodly breach of Chriflian wany fnt for righ- | ONT 
ſecated by Sarah, | c. ilporeht, 
bh, and ſhe was the | ena non 
wnrighteous per ſon that did beare the burden: If things | 
| 
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(a)Cypr.de wat. 
Eccl.lnexpiabt» 
lis & gravis 

pa di\cordiz, 
nec paſſione 
purgatur. 

(b) Ardeant 
lice: lammus 
& ignibus, tra- 
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beſtiis anumas 
luas ponant; 
—_— iN fi- 
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pena perfidiar; 
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virtutis exitus 


arcritus, Ocs 
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be rightly ſcanned (ith he) Hager did perſecnte Sa. 
rab more by proud reſiflance, than Sarab her by infli- 
Hing deſerved vengeance. 

| ea, bur the fault of inconformity (if ic bee a 


fault) is but a ſwaone, & yer more grieveuſly cen- 


ſured, than fwearing, drenkenne(ſſe uncleanneſſe, per- 
jury, and many other finnes which farre exceed 
this; want of proportion therefore berween the 
fa«lt and the pena/ry, raakerh thoſs puniſhments 
ro be no better than perſecutions. 

Sinnes or favles may bee conſidered in their 
wature, or in their mexner of commicting , and 
thoſe ill conſequents that ſpring from them : and a 
finne that is httle and leaſt in the firſt, may bee 
great and greateſt in thoſe laſt reſpects ; and fo is 
this finne of which we are ſpeaking. If we looke 
| Upon it in its owne #«#vre, it is nothing ſo foule a 

frnne as is murder, adultery, perjury, &c. ſor this 
is a finne by accident, becauſe againſt the com- 
mand of authority; thoſe other eſſentially and for- 
mally, becauſe damned by rhe light of nature. 
Bur it we behold ic in the manxer of commitrting, 
it is a greater; this being ſe/dowe commitred,vever 


many times breaking out through meere weak- 
neſſe and infirmity. And ſo ir is in reſpect of its 
dangerouſneſſeinthe iſſue. For, 

1. It is abo/d;faced finne, that 1onab-like ſtands 
alwayesupon its juf/fication,and pleads wot guilty, 
and cafts a blemiſh upon that ««thorrty that dares 
cenſure ir. Theſe other are finnes (as more fonle, 
{o) more modeſt, leſſe confident ; like the Here- 
tique 


——_—— 
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puniſhe, without wi/falneſſe and obſtinacy, they | 
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tique in Titze 3, wilngriyhls, ſelf-convitied and ſelf- 
condemned, and meet with fewer Patrons, 

2. Thoſe finnes fight againſt Church-govern- 
ment by conſequent only, this dire#ly ; and if it be 
not in time reitrained, brings confuſion and Anar- 
chy into the Church, Like Peters diſlimalation, 
Gal, 2. it ſowreth a multicade in a moment : like 
a gengren, if it ſeize,and be permitted roſertle bue 
on one limb, it ſpeedily r»nnes over, and ruines 
allche body; men too finfully affeing (fince the 
fall) ro be Domini ſnoram atFuum, Lords over their 
owne 4ttions in all things, and to ſhake off the yoke 
of government. 

3. Thoſe ſinnes goe many times «lone, this »e- 
ver; bar like a f#ry brings a troope of milchiefes af- 
ter it. It makes 4&vifcens and breaches in other- 
wiſe peaceable congregations, begets diſcords, con. 
tewwpts in people of their learned, able, and wel- 
deſerving Paſtors. It breeds emwlations allo be- 
eween brethren of the ſame Tribe, miniflers of the 
ſame Chriſt, even to the ſharpning of towgves and 
pens againſt eachother, rill like the Caawean bre- 
thren, mutus valneribus confoſſt cadunt (as Eraſmus 
ſpeakes) they fall co the ground by their own un- 
brotherly wounds. 

This makes ſome ſtand wewters and look ov, o- 
thers rurne Apoſtates and deride , this makes onr 
friends lament as, and our adverſaries triumph over 
as, while they hope to ſee onr Church diſſolved, 
withour eicher plots or pens of theirs, by our own 
wnaturall broyles and contentions. And there- 
fore icis many wayes a greater finne than they, 

and 
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and worthy of condigne pumſhment. 

To conclude this point, take an eftimate of this 
ſinne from God himſelfe : Did not he reveale his 
wrath from heaven even againſt Miriaw, and 
{mite her with leprofie, & excommunication for 
a time, for oppoting but wich one weak word,or 
ewo,the authority of her brother Moſrs, Num. 1 2 7 
was not Korah and his ſeditionus company conſu- 
med with fire from heaven, and made #orrends 
vitima nil miſcramtis orci, a lamentable ſacrificeto 
che gaping earth in « moment * and why, bur for 
denying obedience to Moſes and Aaron, and ma- 
king aremt in the congregation * Pu dubitat ſce- 
leratius efſe commiſſnn;, quod gravinc oft putitum ? 
Who doubts (faith S, Hierome ) that the finne which 
was ſo fearefally puniſhed, was as highly detefled ? 

Leave off cherefore theſe ſcandalous crimina- 
tions, Which have in them neither 17845 nor ae- 

Cypr.de unit, | deſhy,and feek note make juſtice odious with fach 
Ecd, Quid fa- | nick- names of tyrarmy and perſecution, As great a 
Cl. | Woe is due to fach as call good evill, as ro them 
port ferizas, & | that call eviilgeod. 

___ uid facit inpetort, ec. What doth the wild- 
thals ſerpent, | Baſſe of wolves, and the madneſſe of dogs (faith S. Cy- 
& crucnralz- | prian) in Chriſtian breaſts ? the poyſon of ſerpemts, 
tina 1913? | and the crnelty of beafts, why ſhould they lodge there ? 
et,cum tals | Would ye be counted Saints ? what have Saints 
abcc:lc11/ | ro doe with ſach angry and #xcharitable paſſions * 
lunvis n: ov; | Fanrene animes caleſtibus ire ? would ye be eſtee- 
Cizil:ſxva | medmen of rhe :7it * whar fellowſhip hath ehe 
_—— meek Spirit of God with the maliciow ſpirit of the 
pradcurur, | devill ? Spivitus Dei nee mondax, nec mordax, the 


|  ___ Spirir 
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Spirie of God, neither belies nor bites, as they doe / 
who call deſerved poniſhmencs perſecutions : for | 
Noneſt crudelit as pro Deo pietas, Zeale for God and FHierepad Vight 
the Churches peace, no crutlty, (aith $, Hierame, 

And fo I come to my laſt Conſeary, 

Ceremanies and orders impoſed by Church- gover- | 5 Copenn 
nours on inferiour miniſters and prople, maſt be obey- | 

ed ; For power in them to exjoyze, by the law of 
Relatrves inferres in us a neceſſity to obey. 

There are 3. forts of things and ations ( faith end 
() S, Auſtin.) : : Js Mata 

1. Some intrinſecally and eſſentially good, which 
cannot bee evill at any times ſuch are verines and | 
vertaous acts; which,though they may be accom: | 
panied with eviZends, and ſo new redandare in per. 
ſonam, not redonnd to the good of the doer, 'can never | 
be bad. 

2. Some internally and efſentiath evill; which | 
are not therefore ev:4, becanſe prohibited, as the 
eating of the forbidden tree, and Sauls ſparing of 
1 the _Amalekites were; but prohibited becauſe evil, | 
as perjury, murder, adultery, and other fins againſt 
the light of »arare. 

3. Other things there are of a widd/e nature, 
neither good nor evil in themſelves , but eaſily 
changeable into good or evill by concomitant cir. 
cum ſtances. Otchis fort are Rites and ceremonies, 
ordained by the Church to bee uſed + or about 
Gods ſervice, In themſebves,they are like faſtings, 
watchings, and ſuch other bodily caſftigations, which 
(conſidered inthe naked a&) are a d to bee: 

unprofitable, and 4:ftingu;ſbed from rue godlineſſe, 


I Tim.| 
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t Tim, 4. 3. neither pleoſing nor diſpleaſing to 
God : yet, ſab maxndato, as they are by lawfull au- 
thority enjoyxed, they become neceſſary, and attin- 
gunt conſcientiam, lay an obligation of obedi- 
ence onthe conſcience. For we reade, that 7dolo- 
thyt es things ſtrangled,and blood,though they were 
in themſelves 1ma:fferext meates, and might be ea. 
ten or not eaten without effence of conſcience : 
yet when they had the emp of a negative com- 
mand upon them, and were for cerraine reaſons 
prohibitedby the Apoſtles, rhey were called neceſ. 
ſary things, As 15.28. It ſeemes good, &c. is lay 
upon you no greater burden than theſe neceſſary things; 
Neceſſary, tor the avoiding of ſcandal, neceſſary | 
through the command of the Apoſtles, reſtrainin 

their uſe for the time, though in themſelves indif. 
ferent, And S, Paul exhorting to obedience of 
authority, ſaith, Te muſt be ſubje?, not becauſe of 
wrath only, but for conſcience ſake, Rom. 13.5, gi- 
ving us to underſtand , that even theſe ſmaler 
things, when they are once commanded, doe reach 


' the conſciexce,and cannot be omitted without ſome 


violation of it. Neceſſity of obedience ariſech 
ſometimes ex natura ret, from the nature of the 
thing commanded, asin all mora# precepts; ſome. | 
rimes ex vi mandati,from the power by which they 
are enjoyned, as in all poſitive laws and commands, 
whether civill or ceremonial, And fo itdcoth here, 
to wit, froma double power, 

1. The-power of the Governour commanding 
theſe things to bedone, 

2. The power of God authorizing him to com» 

mand, 


" Ceremonits enjoyned by authority maſt be obeyed. 


mand, and obliging inferiours ro obey. | 
Obedience then to theſe ſmaller things of the 
law, theſe appendices of Gods ſervice, (Serpleſſe, 
Hood , ſtanding up at the Creed, kneeling at the 
Communion, the Croſſe in baptilme, and bowing 
at the name of Jeſs) is no aibitrary and inditfe- 
rent thing. But it i the part of every private man, 
both mini /ter and other, reverently is retaine the true 
uſe of theſe things preſcribed by publique autbornty 
conſidering, that things of themſelves 'ndifferent, Aoe 
in ſome ſort alter their natures, when they are either 
commanded, or forbidden by a lawfull magiſtrate; and 
net be omitted at every mans pleaſure, contrary to 
the law, when they be commanded; nor uſed when they 
are probibited, They are the laft words of our 30. 
| Canon, and a confirmation of my point, 
Let every ſoule (lauh S. Paul) be ſuvjet? to the 
bigher pewers;the words are not permiſſive, leteve- 
ry one that wil, ſubje& himſelfe ro authority, 


| | but imperative, let every one as he ought, ſubmit 


himſelfe. And, let every ſoule; here is no liberty 
for hbertiniſme in any : none muſt think himſelte 
r00 great, Or t0O good to yeeld obedience to his 
ſuperiours, all without exception, or exemption, 
muſt doe their commands. And therefore I won- 
der how thoſe that ſeem to make a conſcience of 
other finnes, can make no conſcience of ths, bur 
rather make ir a point of conſcience to lye under 
this ew#{t, and be rebellious againſt cheir lawfall 
Pajtors 1n thele things, Obey them (faith the ſame 
Apoſtle, Heb 13. 17.) that have the rule over you, 


and ſubmit your ſelves : the perſons here pointed 
I at, 


( 4A. 30. 


Rom 11, 


th. 


Mai.:3 2. 
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Ceremonies exjeyned by authority muſt be obeyed. = 
at, are Biſhops and Prelates of the Charch, as rhe 
following words doe ſhew, ( for ro them alone 
doth the care of mens ſoules direly and properly 
belong) and the dury which all inferiours owe ro 
them, is obedience, which therefore S. Pa»/ doth 
not barely commend, bur peremprorily charge 
vponthem, Bar a place that may be inſtead of 
all others to inforce obedience tothe laws of the 
Church, and a full and ample obedience alſo te 
all good laws is, that Text in S. Matthew, where 
our Savior fairh : The Scribes and Phariſces fit in 
Moſes ſeate : all therefore what ſoever they bid you ob- 
ſerve, that obſerve and doe,cc. Thele words there - 
fore muſt a lietle be examined, and preſſed vpon 
our refratory brethren. Firſt then, who are the 
per ſons to whom ſubjeCtion is here injoyned ? the 
Scribes and Phriſees, bur who were they ? 

Scribe im Scripture is a name of office or calling, 
and ſignifies 2. ſores of men. 1. A Scrivener, one 
that liveth by writing, ſo Pſal. 45. 1. My tongue us 
the tongue of aready writer, 2. A Secretary of State, 
in this ſenſe Shebna is called a Scribe, Eſay 26. 2. 
3. Anofficer in the Church, an expounder and tea- 
cher of the Scriptures; in this ſenſe Ezra the Prieff 
is faid to be a ready Scribe in the Law of Moſes, 
Era 7.6. . 4 shilfall interpreter : ſOitis allo ra+ 
ken Mat.13.52. Every Scribe which « inflreited 
10 the kingdome of heaven. Andin this laſt ſenſe 
itis to be taken here, 

Phariſee, is a name of Se&# or Order, and the 
Phariſees were 2 fraternity among the lews, thatli. 
ved by peculiar rules, and in a frifer manner 


——— 


than 


LA 
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than did others. As we may ſee 42s 26.5, where | 
S. Paul (ayes, After the ftraiteſt ſeft of our religion, 
1 livtd 4 Phariſte, . Of theſe Phariſees fornd were 
Clergy-men, Srviber, ndexpounders of the faw, as 
it appeares,/obn 3. 10, 11, where Nichdenine is 
called a Phariſte, and a maſter of feather in 1ſrael, 
and AHs 4.34. whore Gandlielis called a Pha- 
riſee, anda Dotfor of the law, '.i an exprinder of 
the S:ripture, So thar theſe rwodiffered, as the 
Secular and Regular Prieſts, they lived after a di 

vers manner, yet both of them were Teachers, and! 
in þ:r1141 things Rulers and Maſters of the' 
peorle. 

We ſee who the perſons are to be obeyed. Bur 
why ma(t they be obeyed 2 becauſe, ſaith Chriſt, 
They fit in Moſes ſeat, * We reade ofa twofold 
_ peculiar to perſons of quality and eminexcy of 
place. 

1. A ſeate of civillgovernment, belonging to 
Kings and Iudgts,av may be ſeen Pſal.122.5. There 
are ſes Thrones of judyemient. | 

2. Aſcate of doIrine and ſpiriruall Tariſdidtion, 
proper to the Prieſts and heads of the Church; for 
fuch were wont to fir when they :a#ght the peo- 
ple, and gave judgement, as onr Seviear intimares, 
M«1.26. 55. 1 ſate daily among you, texthing inthe 


T _ 

firſt of theſe ſeats was nfually called the 
T Lroneof Devid,becauſe he was the fff eſtabliſhe 
K ing, tO whom God had appointed a ſuccefſion of 
children to be Kings after him: bar this latter ſear; 
the Chaire of Moſes, becauſe he was the fff that 


T 2 received 


60 Ceremenits enjoymed by authority waſt bevbeyed. \ 


— — _ _ — 

received the law from God, andpubhiſbed it rothe: 

le, 

re Toft in theſe ſeats is, ro ſacceed theſe per-; 

ſons in «wthority; to fit in Davids Throxe, is to ſuc-" \ 

 ceed him in his kinedome, and therefore Salomon is 

aid roſict in the throne of David bis father, be. 

cauſe hee did ſucceed him in. his royall govern» 

' ment ; and to ſit in the chaire of Moſes, is/to have 

the place and office of in/irufing and governing 

| the people in things concerning God. So that vur 

| Sayiours reafon to urge the pzople croobedience 

| is, the Scribes and Phariſees are the author ied tear 

| chers and maſters of 1ſrael; therefore you mult bee 
raled by them, and ſubmit unto them, 

Laaberty | But thirdly, how far were the people to obey 

how far tobe hem? Whatſoever they bid you obſerve(ſaith Chriſt) 

obeyed. that obſerve and doe. 

| Theſe words thongh in their forme they be avj- 

| verſal, yerin their ſeaſe they are perticular, and 

muſt be refrained by their matter. The Papiſts 

take them without any limitation, in a moſt ample 

| enſe, ro geingredir tothe Popes infallibility. Others 

in oppoſicionco them girt themup roo ſhort, and./ 

ſay, that our Saviours meaning was, that the peo- 

| ple ſbavld obey, them in all chings which they 

| taught out of 4þe law of Moſes, But if this were all 

| the meaning, then they had been bound to heark- 

[en to theſe Doors ſitting in Meſcs ehayre, no 

further thaw to every Taftice ſitting on the bench, | 

than to eyery Taylor fitting on his ſhopboard, yea, 

andthbenthe flock were no more bound to obey 

their Pa//or, than the Paſtor were to-obey his flock; 

| , for 


—m—_— 
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for if they admoniſh them todoany ching which 
is commanded in Moſes law, they were bound to 
obey ic; not becaaſe they faid it, but becauſe Ms- 
ſes did ay itbefore,, And if we thus conſtrue, the 
words, then what ſhall become of rhis zation of 
our Saviour, bevauſe they tit in Moſes ſcate, there- 
fore whatſoever they bid you does. doe it « Bur 
what then is the meaning of theſe words * viz. 
That they ſhould obey themin al things belonging 
to the place and authority of Moſes his ſucceſſours , 
In omnibus 4d Cathedram pertineptibes, in all things 


ſervants and children are-commanged to , ohey 
their maſters and parents in all things, Cal. 4,76,22. 
[ct is meant, /” omnibus que pertinent 4d jus domina- 
tive preſtats ſaith (2) 4quimas,inall things which 
apperFraine to maftcrs and perents,right and autho» 
ricy co command. Now they had'authority ro 
command : | 

1b Whatſoevcr was within the werge..of their 
| awne celine. a 

ye Wihat{oeqer was not repugnant to ſaperionr 
laws of God, or the State in which they lived, ro 
which being bur ſubordinate and de/cgared rulers, 
\ themſelves were ſubject as well as their people. 

- Pac-all cheſe now cogether, and the meaning 
of our Lord will appeare to be, That in all things 
belonging 10 their office and authority, the people were 
trobey the Seribes and Phariſees, who were their ſþi- 
rituall Paſlors and Governours, becauſe the office of 
infiruting and preſcribing was comm/tted 19 them. 

And from this charge reſulrtech moſt evidently 


which the chaire ought to preſcribe. them:as when | 


©) this 


& 


| 


'f 


| 


(a) Aug 42.4 | 
104 477.5. ad 1. | 


2: 


Ouep. 


efn(w, 
Onr Ceremo. 
wits are © © 


riebtly aua- 
{4 


| _ Con? Pye intivig wn ſhe vhejt_ 


chis faire concluſion, thar it is the daty of prople to 
ſubmit themſelves tothe direQions and preſcript- 
ons of their Biſhops and ſpiricnall rulers, who ſac- | 
cteda greater thin Moſes, Chriſt and his CHpoſtles, 
in the ever zht and government of the Church, in 
all ſach chings as they Oe of preſcribenot con- 
tray tothe word of God, andthe eftablifhed go- 
vernment wherein they live. And conſequently, 
it belongs to «- that art inferiours (whether n+ 
niſters or people) to ſubmir ro thoſe orders and 
Ceremonies in the Chatrch, which ate in the power 
and hatdSefour Prebites to preſcribe. 

Bur whatifchey-paſſe their bounds, and com- 
mand us things #ot awfall. 

I anſwer, r. If weebec ſore rhar at any time 
they doe fo, we are ##t toobey them ; for whether 
it be better to obey God or man, ſwdge yee, ſaith S. Pe- 
ter, Atts 4. 19. 

2. In determining Rites and Ceremonies ( which 
are the ſubje& of onr diſcoarſe) there is no juf 
cauſe to feare thar. ERP | 

1, Becauſe the covffitation and fpecification of 
things of this natare, (as hath been proved,)ap- 
pertaines to Ecelefieflicall power; and by the 
Kings Prerogative Royal, and ſapreme authority in 
cont Eccleſtaſticalt)was grantedand con firmed on- 
co the Brſheps of our Church under rhe great ſeale 
of England, as we may fee in his laſt Majeſties De- 
claratron fer downe before and afier the booke of 
Canons. 

2. Becauſe the Rites in ufe among ns, haveall 


thoſe conditions in thera, with which lawfu# and 
| comely 


 —_— 


Ceremonits enjoyned by amt hority waſh by thtyed. Ae. 
comely ceremonies ought (a3 T have ſaid) ro bee 
qualified, They. are-but\few, ſuch 43 'have beene 
leaſt abuſed, ſach as may be altered when auithoti- | 
ty ſees cauſe, and therefore not eſteemed of 1qual | 
rank to the /awof God : fach alſo as are tieicher | 
dark nor dumb ceremonies, bur carry their fewife. | 
cation in their forcheads,and therefore not tefth li- | 
able toany great «boſe : they are ſuch roo, as are | 
impoſed on us, without conrempe or prejudice to 
other Churches, that aſe 1hemv not ; as our Churth 
hath been pleaſed, for the preventing of idle ca- 
vils and the ſatis faHion of ſcrupulonr mindes, with 
much wiſdome and tendernefſe, to declare her 
ſelte in the Preface before our book of Colimne- Whether they 

ayey. muſt be obey- 

Bur what if we dowb# (may ſore ſay) whethet | $752 « 
theſe Rites be lawful and good, or no, muſt wee |" fries M 
then obey * Oueſt, 2 ; 

1. After ſo long a time; and ſuch gowd meanes | ow, 
of information, ir isnor fe chatany ſhiuld donbr, | 
nor /kely rhat many do doubt withone mach wil- | 
falneſſe. () It i t9 be frared this forte of them which | (1) cops. a 
pretend weatueſſt and doubting, arefiving enough, if | Hamy.cour. 
wb head-ſtrong , and ſuch as thinkerheriſelves able |f* 56: 
ts teach the King, and all the Biſhops of the Land: 
they are nor my words, but the ſpeech of a Xing, 
even our larg Sovereiene Lord of happy memory. 

2. nice muſt beyeeided to thirigs com- 
manded (and conſequently to theſe) notwithſtan- 

. If adoubr be only ſpeculative, of 
the Lawfulreſſe of ſuch things as lie in a mans own 
lbirty todo or forbeare,then it is the ſafefl courſe 

not 


<_ I 


| 
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Aut tp.36.44 
Caſalza Epilco- 
tuo1n hiſcc 
nol: refilterc,& 
quod facit ipſc, 
fne ullo [cru- 
pulo ſetae, 


——_— 


proverb) tat meate which s man anh not cate, will 
net hurt him; -{o ſuch hings as he: forbeares, will 
not offend his conſcience ; nay, in ſech a caſe, ro 
doe any thing doubtinely is a /inne, as che Apoſile 
rells ns; Rows, 14. 23, He that doubteth i damned if 
he eate, becauſe he eateth not of faith: for whatſoever is 


 n0t of faith, « ſinne. Bur if the doubt be pradtical, 


and che marcer of it athing commanded by ſuperi- 
ors(as theſe things are,of which we are now ſpea- 
king) thar doubting doth neither 1mfer nor excuſe 
our diſobedience. Such a man as is troubled wich 
this kiwde of doubting, if he have time and means, 
[ould expel the doubr, thar he may yee/d obedi- 


- | ence where he eweth ir, with cheerefulneſſe. Bat 


if he wi/ nor, or canwot expell ir, the things en- 
joyned he mwſ? doe, the donbt remaining. For, 
that lawfull authority is ro be obeyed, is certain, that 
this or that thing commanded by that authority is 
walawfull,is doubrfall + Now when a dowbt ſtands 
in competition tor maſterſhip with a cleare caſe, the 
doubt 1n all reaſon muſt yeeld, and that which is 
cleare and certstne muſt be dove ; for & mails mini- 
mum, of two hard chiyces the beft and ſafeſt is to bee 
made, And therefore whatS. Auftiz ſayes to Ca- 
ſulanus,l ay to every one, Epiſcopotue mm hiſce gc. 
withſtand not thy Dioceſan intheſe things, but what 
he doth, without ſceruple rmnitate;what he commands, 
obe . 


y. ey 
But what doe | calke of obeying in this 4cents. 
04s age; ic being ſach, that ir is almoſt acceurred 


a fault wwpardonableto preach for ſubjedrev e:4he 
| Chorches 


* 


Ceremonies enjoyned by authority maſt be obeyed. 

' Churches Hierarchy; and he eſteemed the pureſt 
man that is the greateſt ftickler againſt ir, Bur the 
ſpirit of contention will not alwayes raigne; it is 
picty it ſhould : and therefore in hope to pre- 
vaile (at leaſt with ſome) I ſay againe, in the 
words of S. Hicrome, Eſto ſubjettus Pontifici tuo, 
quaſi anime parentem ſuſcipe.Be ſubjett to thy Biſhop, 
and reverence him as the father of thy ſoule, 

T hree (orts I (hovld here perſwage ro obedience; 
Ourſelves of che Clergy, our Church-officers, and 
our pcople, Bur becauſe che ſubmiſſion of the 1wo 
left. tor the moſt part flands and falls inoxrs, 1 
ſhould hope I might che more eafily winne them, 
if I could but prevaile with you (my brethren) for 
a compleate and cheerfull conformity. 

O mne malum ab _Aquilone, it there be diſaffe@i- 
on in our people, it begins coo often at the Sax- 
Query, for like prieft, like people, faith the Prophet, 
The forming of childrens mindes is much in the 
power of the nurſe or mother, who gives them 
ſuck, and brings them ap, and fo are our peoples 
manuers in theſe things ſatable ro ovr molds, 

If we ſhall cake liberty to breat unſavory jeſts 
upon the reverend Fathers of our Church, and 
their officers, and to make our ſelves and others 
merry withralking of the [dolatry, the adultery,the 
murder and the felony of the Croſſe, and other ce- 
remonies, as ſometimes Parker, ( whether more 
fooliſhly or prophanely) did : it we make onr 
Pulpits Paſquills, in thera preſuming with a ſad face 


caſl our humorous and + a afper fions in 


hat: FF; 


of ſeeming piery to #raduce our Snperiours, and” 


their | 
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Not at the 


people except 
foft perver- 
ted 


(a) Juven Sat, 
I14.— Velocius 
& citius nos 

| Corrumpunt 
vigorum cX« 
ampla dome ſti- 
ca magnisCum 
ſubeant ani- 
mos author 
bas. 
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their faces; if wee leave out the croſſe when wee 
Chriften (to pleaſure a friend, or gain a bribe) and 
the ſwpleſſa when we come to. mrz1/ier before the 
Lord, and oxvis ſuch ether ceremonies as require 
our perſonable and exemplary ubedience z will nor 
our people that hang upon our bexds and /i/ps,and 
ſee and heare what we doe, doe likewiſe 2 If our 
breaſts ſhalldaily raxne downe with ſuch 1»feding 
ſtuffe, what can be expeed, bur that our people 
which lye ſeckivg at them, ſhould prove 8 cra7e 
generation * 6 

And can it bethought, rhat if we (who are the 
watchmen of our people,and if we fpie a {on com. 
ming upon them, a finne ready to enſnare them, 
ſhould tell them ſo) do either diſemble, or, which 
is worſe ixconrage the fin of perjury in oor Church- 
wardens for our ewne bad ends, their 64/5 ſhould 
given true evidence, and make a faithful report 
of Pariſb-diſarders * It cannot bee, and theretore 
ſome, whom it roo mach ——— may well 
complaine, and cry oat with the Propber, O' my pes- 
bog: that lead: thee, canſe thee a Eſay 40g 

Bur me chinkes I heare Aaron charging the peo- 
ple wich bis fin, :be people, thou knoweff, are fer on 
miſthicfe, Exed. 32.22. 

And leremy complaining, that the Prophets pro- 
phefie falſly,and the people lvvero bave #t fo,ter.5.2 1. 
It thonld ſecme, che »osr of inconformity tyes in 
them; 

Trac it is, ſome miniſters dewy, or cur1ra# their 
conformity, and the people love ro heveit ſo, Bur 
what people 2 a people (*) marred intheir meting, 

catechiZed. 


it 


Ceremonies emjoyned by authority wu! beoberen, 


caterbered by their parents, or Paſſors With falſe 
principles,and raxghe tobeleeve, rhar the Biſhops 
«re limbs of Antichriſt, the Surpleſſe « rag of Popery, 


Conformity 4 mark of the Btaſt ;, that every good 


man maſt abhorre them, and pray ro the Xing of 
the Chribeo ſweep chem our of His ſant?nary : ſuch 
people love to have it (6. And rherefore it con- 
cernes us miniſters,who ſhould be examples roour 
flocks in all good chings, as S. Peer fairh, 1 Fer. 
5- 3+ xr To looke ro our &wn conformiicy. + To 
reach ar people rhroughly the point of obedience. 
* 1. Wemuſtlookero our avnecotformiry,atid 
begin the reformation of ditorder at oor ſelves, 
and co this, three things (ae thinkes )ſhoutd moye 
as 2 

1. Our f#bſcription to the Arricles of oor Church, 
and the booke of commuen prayer, by which wee 
have (ex au1mo ) confeſſed rw things : 1. that-it bs 
in the powry of the Church, (and confequeritly of 
ours)to decree Rites arid ceremonies ? 2. that oor 
ſervice book containes nothing in it repug#anr to 
che word of God, nothifig that may not be /aw 
full uled,and by every one ſubmirred rozard that 
which tollows upon this, is, that ont Ceremonies 
and orders, juf:frdand impeſed In the booke of 
commen-prayer, are agretable to Gods word, and to 
be «ſed by us. If we now afteronr oftes ſabſcripti 
on to theſe things, ſhall reſ@ſe or omit the uſt of 
them in our pracroſes, will not there be « groſſe in- 
conſiſtency berweenour judgements and behwwindr es? 
doe we not condemne our felyes in that which we 
allow ? a courſe whith God will never ſe," ns 

K 2 we 


Conſiderati- 
ons per ſwa- 


ding 10 COM- 


formity. 
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we may ſee Rom, 14. 22. Bleſſed he that condem- 
neth not himſclfe inthat which be alloweth, 

2. That voluntary and peciall oblrgation which 
we havebrought upon our ſelves in our erdinati- 
ons, ſhould likewiſe work with ns. For in the 
book of ordination (which wee have aiſo by our 
ſabſcription approved) ro the Prieſts and Deacons 
ready to be ordered, is put this Pueftion , Will you 
reverently obey your Ordinary , and other chiefe 
winifters ts whow the government and charge of 

all be committed, following with a glad minde 
and will their godly admonitions & judgements oe ? 
The anſwer is affirmative and eomiioryyre will, 
the Lord being our helper ; and this promile wee 
doe nor only make, but ratific in the oath of Ca- 
nonical obedience,which on ſundry occaſions we 
take, Sorbat every one of our tribe is held with 
a double bond. : A common bond of ſubjefion to 
ſuperiours,as we are ſubordinate and 7»feriour per: 
ſons: » Apwticeslar bond of oath and promiſe, as 
wee are miniſters, Now if to break that general 
bond of obedience which lies on all inferiours, be 
a violation of authority, a fin to which the gu'lt of 
damnation is annexed, Roms. 12. 2. to breake that 
awfull rye ofa vew and voluntary promiſe, muſt 
need« be a greater finne, and accompanied with «| 
heavier guilt, Solemne and deliberat promiſes are 
not like Samſon; green cords, eafie to be ſnapt a- 
ſander; but ſtrongly binde, cicher to performance, 
or puniſhment. 

Thirdly, itwe fling off theſe confiderations yer 
let repetito our peoples welfare(over whoſe fouls 


wet. 


Ceremonies enjoyned by authority muſt be obeyed, 
we are {et to watch, and for whom we muſt give 
an «ccomnt) winus to obedience. How canthe diſ- 
gracing and impugning of good orders,and the ma- 
king of fa#ions and diviſions in the Church, ſtand 
with their good? Was ic well with the /7ews, when 
Korah and their Levitesaffronred their Prince and 
Prieſt, Moſes and Aaron ? Did not the flame of 
Gods fiery indignation break our upon thekh for 
their diſſoyalty and ſch/ſave, to the deſtruction of 
a great part of the covgregation ? Can ic bee well 
with the body, when the principal members con- 
ſpire againſt their Heads, and will not be guided 
by them ? 

Schiſme hath-ever been the bane of Churches, 
and irrega/arity the beginner of Schiſme, yea of He. 
reſieto0, and all kinde of confuſion, if S. Cyprian 
may be beleeved,who attributes-all che miſchiefs 
that aſoally befall Churches to this Fary, He 
ſant initia hereticoram, ((aith the Father) & or1«s 
ath, conatus ſchiſmaticorum mal? cogitantiam, ut (1b1 
placeant, ut PRIDE —_— tamere contemnant, 
Self-pleaſing pride, and ſcorntull deſpiſing of the 
heads of the Church,is the wiper from which both 
ſchifmes and hereſfies draw their firſt breath. Let us 
cherfore by ewr fabmiſſion co oar Churches Rites 
commend that humble obedience to our people, 
which they owe to their Fatbers in Chriſt, their 
rulers in the Church. 

Next, we muſt looke to our people, and winne 
them to a reverent reſpe&; «« of God and his 
laws, ſo of Gods Yicegerents in the Church, and 
their ordinances. It is a-bard-task I confelle, to 
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to obedrence 


(a) Juven Sat 
I4.—Ynus & 
alecr, Forhcan 
ac ſprrnant 
guvencs quibus 
ante benign 3— 
— E:; mclhorc 
| luco finxtt prae- 
cordia Titan ; 
| Sedreliquos fu 
| g1enda patrum 
ve ſbgizducunt, 
| Ermunſtrata 
| diu vereris tt 2= 
| huc orbira cul- 
| px. 
{ (b) 1d ibid. 
| — Ni] dictu 
fxcum,vilug; 
hxc hlmimna 
| tang vi—|ntra 
quz puci cit, 
and — N11x1ma 
{ de>ctur pucro 
reverenti 1, &c, 


Yet muſt be 
attempred, 


Certmoniey ewjoyurd by anthavity muff be obeyed. | 
draw perveried, 'and prejadgiry mottirude to x 
love and liking of ſach rhings ascroſſe their Care- 
chiſme. Some nobler (pirirs (perhaps) will be con- 
rent ded: ſcerebent quod didicerant non bent, (as Ly- 
rinenſis (prakes)to anltarne bad lefſons which they 
have been cavghr; bur weeker mindes are (tor rhe 
molt part) roo #b/frnate retainers of the precepts 
and PraGifes of cheir ff breeders; as che (*) Poet 
could fee, who therefore (*) counſells parents ro 
be very carefull of what they ſay or do inthe pre- 
ſence of their children. Wee noſe co ſay, thar 
quartane agues, and bypocendriack diſeaſes, are ls. 
dibris medicorum, the reproaches of Phyſitians , be. 
cauſe by reaſon of the {tnbborn humours thar be- | 
ger them, and the firm footing which. they have 
taken in the body,they are feldome cured, What 
is ſaid of them, may as rraly bee faid of this evill 
fickneſſe of faftion and unducifulnefie ; for where 
by che power of bad preſidents, rhe poyſon of bad 
principles, and its owne eamgraity to our proud ard 
lawleſfſe diſpofirions, it hath gorren head, it will 
nor eaſily yeeld up irs poſſeflion. Yer as Phyſiti- 
ans give n#t over {ach patiems, but by comempera- 
tn; Juleps firſt, and by gentle purgarives next, 
lead one that flubbern ſtuffe which fowrencs rheſe 
maladies : ſo muſt the ſervowe of the Lord (whoſe 
dary is with patienceand gentleneſſe ro inftrut the 


| refraftary, and waite, it God at any re will give 


themrepentence, 2 Tim.2.24,05.) Fnſtby perſma. 
ding more moderate -and honourable conceirs up. 
on their people of goyernours and government, 


and ther by conuimine them with. @abſtanciall 
| reaſons, 


- ww 


— —_ _— — — 


Ceremonies enjoyned by amthority muſt be obeyed, | 
reaſons,of the decency of our preſcribed Rires,and che | 
neceſſity of #/ing them being enjoyned endeavour to | 
| c0xJure Out the evill ſpiritofpreſumprion,and tobring | 
in che meek and good ſpirit of obedience. 

This is the ready way to bee i4 thought of, (mpy | 
ſome peradventure think or ſay)and(which is worſe) | 
to be i provided fer to4,and therefore Dena muſt not | 
downe, dilobedience malt be wincked ar. | 

It is moſt true indeed{witnefſe experience )that if | 
a man once ſhew himſelf ia the cauſe & quarrel of the 
Church and doe but beartily #1ſb for an #nify & ansfor- 

mity of opinion & practite, that friends, maintenance, 
re reſold al ferſake him.And this is the cauſe why fome | 
cannot ſee the exurh, others difſemble their opinions | 
in this particatar. How cam ye beleeve (faith Chriſt) who | 
feth for benour one of evorber? 1rb.y. hmplying, that pv+ 
polarity is ablinger;\e makes men wnwrkeny to ftudy ſuch 
dodrinesas arc in eſteeme with the people, left they 
thoald ſee rheir falfhood, & be forced 10 for ſake rhem 5 
and ic perutres their aoderſta and makes them 
jadge with favesr che Dian'r of the I with | 
revcenr the comrary. As it pars out the eyes, fo it ties 
che tewgwe,as we may fee, Johiut 2.42,43 Many of the 
; chiefe raters brlnroed on bis, but hecaaſe ;4 the Phariſees 


lobes did not canfi ſe brm, _ f pur out of the 
$1nagogue.For they loved the het ar than the 
praiſe of God, As it made rulers, fo it makes a 


their ment, 
and ler their people go on in cheirheady and diſobe- 


der prattites, Bae God keep filthy evarice and var 


great many i oar dayes 


our daries, and 


Peace, we 
can 


zlory from his own Portion. It by dei 
ſeeking our peoples good and rhe C 
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can get cither neme,or means, lerus eſteeme it a preci- 
ous oynement & a bleffing of God;bur if we'muſt loſe 
chem,cxceptwe will 4/ſſembl: our opinions, deny our 
obedience, &ler our people run to rouine for want of 
warning and inſtruction, lec chem goe; the intereſt is 
t00 great,and he that makes chis march, will be a /oſer 
1 the end;lucrum in cramens this caiv inthe parſe, will 
be damnem in conſcientia,loſſe in the conſcience. We are 
the ſervants of Ieſus Chriſt by ſpeciall commiſſion, & 
muſt nor cherefore be guided in our doings & ſayings 
by popular humoonrs; for Chriſt and the world are coy- 
crary maſters; if we ſhould yet pleaſe men, we cannot bee 
the ſervants of Chriſt (*), It is a kinde of martyr dome to 
loſe any thing in a good caule,dalce eft & decorum eff pro. 
patria mori, it is an honourable thing ro die for ones 
countrey , much more noble is ir, forthe good of the 
Charch,mori munde,co dic to the world,and the yani- 
ties of ic. And therefore with the women in the Revela- 
tion tremipling Lani o& ſublenaria,the moon & all thin 

beneath it our feet, & ſacrificing credir & profit 
cotrath and peace, letonr beſt endeavour be to reſtore 
our ill- affeted brethren & people as obedient children 
to the Church, that ſo wee may ſerve the Lord (as the 
Propher phraſeth it) with one ſhowlder, & live together 
under our preſent bappy: government (which God of 
his mercy long continue) « peaceablt and quiet lifein all 
odlinefs oF bonefly . Which God grant for his Sens ſake. 
o whom with thee @F ther, & bleſſed Spirir, three 
glorious Perſons, arid'bne crernall God, be rendred 
(as is moſt due)all honour,praiſe,and glory for Ever- 


more. 


FINALS, 
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